
 
 

Gift to the King Offering 
Children’s Message 

 
 
Read: “I know the plans I have in mind for you, declares the Lord; they are plans for peace, not 
disaster, to give you a future filled with hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 (CEB) 
 
These are words that God shared with a man named Jeremiah who then shared them with a lot of 
other people and now I am sharing them with you. The scripture says that God has “plans for 
peace” for us and “a future filled with hope.” Do you think these sound like good things or bad 
things? (Allow them to share answers) I think God wants good things for all of us. Let me teach you 
a little more about the words “peace” and “hope,” two of the main words we read in this scripture. 
You may be familiar with them, but sometimes we need someone to teach us a little more.  
 
Let’s think about the word “peace.” Imagine if I showed you two pictures, one with a brother and a 
sister fighting over their toys and the other picture of the same brother and sister sitting on the floor 
playing with their toys together. Which picture do you think would describe “peace” better? (Allow 
for answers) It would be the picture of the brother and sister playing together. Peace is when things 
are stress-free and calm and when there’s no fighting. Now let me teach you about the word “hope.” 
Imagine if I showed you two pictures, one of someone taking a test at school and they looked very 
worried and upset and in the other picture the same person taking the test is working and has a 
happy look on their face. Which picture do you think shows the person who is hopeful? (Allow for 
answers) It would be the person working with the happy expression on their face. Hope is when you 
think something good is going to happen. I imagine most of you learn a lot of new words and ideas 
at school each day. What is something you learned this week? (Allow for answers)  
 
Did you know the Cumberland Presbyterian Church has three schools in Colombia, 
South America? That is quite a distance from us. It is in another country. Each year we collect a 
special offering called the Gift to the King Offering for persons in need. This year’s offering will be 
going to students in the three schools in Colombia. The pandemic was very hard for the students 
and their families in Colombia. And now the students need to get back to school and start learning 
new words and ideas. This offering will help the schools and the parents as they recover from the 
pandemic and get the children back to school. The families have had so many challenges to 
overcome since the pandemic, this offering will give them great “peace” and “hope” for the future.  
 
 
 


