
	

2021	REGISTRATION	

With prayer and care, The Symposium Planning Team has decided to move forward with an in-person 
venue for The Symposium! Please note that all attendees will be asked to MASK UP. Registration will 
close on October 28. That date is firm as the number of registrants will guide any necessary changes to 
the schedule. 

We ask your patience, understanding and good humor as registration numbers may affect the event, 
resulting in the need to revise workshops. The workshops listed are tentative and subject to 
change based on registration numbers. 

Name	__________________________________________________________________________	(As	you	want	it	to	appear	on	your	nametag.)	 

Address	___________________________________________	City	_________________________________	State	______	Zip	______________	

Email	Address	______________________________________________________________	

Cell	Phone	#	(________)_______________________	Landline	#	(_________)______________________	Circle	One:			CPC				CPCA		

Congregation:	_____________________________________________________	Presbytery:	_______________________________________	

Dietary	Restrictions/Food	Allergies	__________________________________________________________________________________	 

Workshop	Selections	
The	workshop	descriptions	are	found	on	the	back	of	this	form.	Indicate	ONE	workshop	option	per	session.	
Remember,	workshops	may	need	to	be	changed	pending	registration	numbers.	 

Thursday,	2:30	pm:	_________________________________________________________________________________		

Thursday,	4:00	pm:	_________________________________________________________________________________		

Friday,	9:00	am:	_____________________________________________________________________________________		

Friday,	2:45	pm:	____________________________________________________________________________________		

Saturday,	9:00	am:	_________________________________________________________________________________	 



Registration	$75	per	person	up	(meals	are	on	your	own)	
Onsite/Walk-Ins	on	the	Day	of	Event	Registration	is	$150	per	person.	
Spouses/travel	partners	attending	workshops	and	meals	pay	the	full	registration	fee.	
Virtual	Registration	$75	per	person.	
	
Refund	Policy:	Individuals	who	cancel	their	paid	registration	less	than	30	days	prior	to	the	event	will	
receive	a	50%	refund.		
	
Make	checks	payable	to	the	Ministry	Council	and	mail	along	with	this	form	to	8207	Traditional	Place,	
Cordova,	TN	38016	(The	Symposium	Registration).		
	 	



The Symposium Workshops 
 

Thursday, 2:30 pm 
 
1. Supporting and Caring for the Minister – (Leader: Rev. Sandra Shepherd) So often the pastor is a "first 

responder" in the life of a congregant. Ordained ministry can be stressful for the minister and their family. 
This workshop will offer ideas for how to support and provide care for the mental and spiritual health of the 
minister. 

2. Congregation and Community ENGAGEment – (Leader: Rev. Kristi Lounsbury) Ever wanted to engage more 
in your community? Wish your congregation could become more active in denominational activities? Learn 
innovative ways to lead your congregation through discernment and discover ways to engage in physical, 
spiritual, and social presence in your community and beyond. (NOTE: this workshop will be STREAMED.) 

3. Church Marketing – (Leader: Rev. Dusty Luthy) Have an event happening in your ministry context that you 
want people to know about? Want to maximize visibility of your church digitally? Learn best practices to take 
advantage of marketing tools at your fingertips, including social media and traditional media sources like 
newspapers.  
 
 

Thursday, 4:00 pm 
 
4. Ministering During Death and Illness – (Leader: Rev. Lisa Anderson) Death and illness have a far-reaching 

effect upon not only people closely connected but the entire congregation and pastor. Learn ways to offer 
good support and caring amid grief and loss. 

5. My Story: Missions in Guatemala – (Leader: Rev. Socorro Pejendino) Socorro is a Cumberland Presbyterian 
missionary in Guatemala. She is originally from Colombia, South America. She and her husband went to 
Guatemala in 2014. In 2020 her husband, Rev. Fhanor Pejendino, died from COVID-19. Socorro returned to 
Guatemala and continues her ministry as a missionary. She will share her story of missions and transition and 
how the mission work in Guatemala is progressing. 

6. How to Die Well – (Leader: Sid & Lita Swindle) Many of us do a lot of planning so we can live life to the 
fullest. But do we also do that for our families, and the ministries that we are most passionate about when we 
are preparing to leave this world? There are many things that could help that happen: writing a living will, 
naming a power of attorney and person to make medical decisions when we can’t, estate planning, preparing a 
will to possibly include custody of a child(ren), building up generational wealth and a host of other things that, 
although they may not be comfortable to think about, enabling us to live our lives to the fullest. This workshop 
will also touch on how our churches can help attendees think about these issues. 

7. Even If No Hablo Español, God Can Use You – (Leader: Rev. Diann White) 
Have you ever wished you do could do something to help immigrants, but you didn’t know what to do or 
where to start? Do you want to get to know Cumberland Presbyterians from other cultures, but you only speak 
English? This workshop will give you a practical approach to allowing God to use the gifts and skills you DO 
have for effective ministry despite language barriers. There will be lots of ideas, examples, struggles, and joys 
of cross-cultural ministry. (NOTE: this workshop will be STREAMED.) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Friday, 9:00 am 
 

8. Session Meetings You WANT to Attend – (Leader: Rev. Matthew Ingram) Is there a collective groan when a 
session meeting is announced or when elders are needed? Do you dread these meetings? Are the meetings dry 
and boring? Then come to this workshop and learn ways to bring more energy, vision, and structure to those 
meetings so important to the life of the congregation. 

9. Missions in the Image of God – (Leader: Rev. Dr. Lynn Thomas) This workshop will explore how the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church should understand missions from a theological and sociological perspective. 
Missions should reflect the image of God. God is Three-in-One, a community that demonstrates what the 
Church is to be. We will talk about how we can be a Church in-mission that imitates the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. We will look at strategies the CP Church is using around the world to imitate the Trinity. 

10. Living the Faith: Experiential and Sensory Learning – (Leaders: Rev. Elinor Brown & Rev. Rebecca 
Zahrte) Think of the most profound teaching moments in the life of Jesus Christ: Turning water into wine; 
healing the lame, instructing Peter to step out of the boat, asking Thomas to touch his side; being anointed with 
nard by Mary. Jesus was the master teacher. He did not rely on the traditional teaching method of the Rabbis 
alone. Instead, he engaged all the senses and experiences of the disciples to teach about faith. His was an 
experiential teaching method that involved the whole person, not just their mind. By expanding our teaching 
method to include sensory and experiential learning, we open our students to a more profound experience with 
God. In this workshop, we will discuss and explore different methods of teaching that will heighten our 
students' awareness of God and deepen their knowledge of God.  

11. So, Your Church is Online Now/Online Church 101 – (Leaders: Rev. Dr. Cory Williams & Rev. Neal Wilkinson) 
COVID-19 forced the church to catch up quickly with the age of online streaming. This workshop is a primer 
for how to do church online. Topics will include online streaming (audio-visual equipment and connections), 
online giving, and engaging your online audience. (NOTE: this workshop will be STREAMED.) 
 

Friday, 2:45 pm  
 
12. Putting It All Together – (Leader: Mr. Scott Dannemiller) 

Theory is no good unless we put it into practice. This workshop led by the Keynote Speaker will provide an 
opportunity to practice new techniques for navigating tough conversations in a meaningful way and cultivating 
community amid disagreement. (NOTE: this workshop will be STREAMED.) 

13. Helping Someone Who is Discerning a Call to Ministry – (Leader: Rev. Paul Earheart-Brown) Do you 
know someone with gifts for ordained ministry? This workshop will equip you with some tools for helping a 
person to discern a call from God to ordained ministry and then mentor them along the way. Our denomination 
needs more people responding to God’s call to ministry AND more mentors to support them along the way. 
This is your call! 

14. When Sunday School Doesn’t Work Anymore – (Leader: Rev. Dr. Chris Fleming & Mrs. Jodi Rush) 
Sunday school attendance was changing even before the pandemic. Then 2020 happened. Church staffs 
worked tirelessly to find ways to reach their parishioners with church services on Facebook, Sunday school 
lessons on You Tube, and Zoom sessions galore! The formats were sometimes new and uncomfortable – but, 
necessary for the times we were going through. As we plan into the future – what have we learned from the 
church during the pandemic? What had we learned from the changing face of Sunday school even before the 
pandemic? This workshop will lead participants in discussions about how we might bring elements of both 
experiences into the future and apply a new twist or complete overhaul to them based on the needs of our 
congregation. 

15. Intercultural Ministry Opportunities – (Leader: Rev. Johan Daza) This workshop explores the encounter of 
Peter and Cornelius in Acts chapter 10, to help us learn about intercultural ministry opportunities in the 
different contexts where we are present as Cumberland Presbyterians in the United States. 

 
 
 



 
Saturday, 9:00 am 
 
16. Building Community in a Virtual Space – (Leader: Rev. T.J. Malinoski) Many congregations have an online 

presence and are seeking more intentional ways to serve and minister to those attending worship and events 
online. This workshop will explore ways to create virtual spaces to reach new people and how to build 
community through a true presence.  

17. Empowering Youth and Children in Your Church – (Leader: Rev. Samantha Hassell & Rev. Nathan 
Wheeler) For too long churches have siloed off their ministries to young people, thus leaving them without a 
place when their time in these specific ministries is over. Research is showing that more and more younger 
people are leaving faith behind, but those who are included in the life of the entire congregation at younger 
ages continue in the faith. In this workshop we will look at creative ways to empower, support, and involve 
youth and children in all facets of your church life both. 

18. Living in the Liturgy: Creative Worship and Preaching – (Leaders: Rev. Nate Mathews & Mr. Ken Smith) 
Explore how to creatively honor tradition, inspire new generations, and proclaim the Good News from the very 
beginning of worship until departure. This is a workshop will equip you in the weekly planning, practices, and 
disciplines of worship and preaching. (NOTE: this workshop will be STREAMED.) 

19. Where Do We Go from Here? Women’s Ministry Q&A – (Leaders: Mrs. Judy Miller-McGee & Mrs. Cathy 
Littlefield) Hear from the current CPW President, Judy Miller-McGee and Women's Ministry Interim 
Coordinator, Cathy Littlefield as they talk about the future of Women's Ministry, as well as share ideas to help 
re-engage and promote your Local and Regional CPW groups. There will be plenty of time for group 
discussion, Q&A, and idea sharing! 
 

 


