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Dear Co-workers in Christ, 
 
Acts 13 tells the story of the Antioch Church, which was the home-church of the first missionary journey of Paul. 
Paul and Barnabas were part of this church. After prayer and fasting, the Holy Spirit spoke to the church and 
asked them to lay hands-on Paul and Barnabas and send them to other nations. This is the first account in the 
Bible of the church sending missionaries.  
 
Missions is about hope. When one reads reports from our mission fields, one reads about activities that bring hope 
to others. Our missionaries to the Philippines talk about the tears of the worshipers who attended their first 
worship service in their new church building. They tell about the poverty they see and the feeding programs our 
churches have that help the needy. They tell about the future hope of planting more CP churches, hoping that 
worshiping communities will change lives. Reports from Guatemala talk about their new building which will be 
home to one of our CP churches. We hear about feeding children each day in one of the other CP churches. We 
have the hope of future Guatemalan leaders to pastor our churches. The new missionaries headed to Spain to 
work with CP churches in Spain and France tell us about their hope for growing healthy CP churches in Europe. 
Our missionaries to Brazil talk about the hope of planting a new CP church. The missionaries in Colombia report 
that the home Bible study they started is moving to a new location. The goal is a rented space that will allow for 
the growth of a future church. The Colombian group hopes for a new CP church in their city to meet needs and 
be a witness for Christ.   
 
Our missionaries are people who have been sent by the church and they are envoys of hope. Paul and Barnabas 
went to Cyprus and then to other cities around the Mediterranean. As a result of their mission work, they saw 
worshiping communities develop. The reports in the book of Acts about the first missionary journey are an 
exciting story.  The CP Church continues in the footsteps of the Antioch Church. We lay hands on men and 
women and we as a church send them to new lands to share the Good News. The Cumberland Presbyterian  
Church is asking CPs around the world to support the Stott-Wallace Missionary Offering generously. This offering 
is the way we pay all our missionaries’ salaries and benefits. In its entirety, your donation will be used to support 
the missionaries the Missions Ministry Team supervises. We ask CPs to sacrificially give in response to the sacrifice 
our missionaries make to serve in foreign lands. They are envoys of hope, sent by us.   
 
Please pray for our missionaries and please consider supporting the Stott-Wallace Missionary Offering. For more 
information visit cpcmc.org/mmt/sw. 
 
Sincerely,  

  
Lynn L. Thomas  
Director of Global Missions   
 

 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  Romans 15:13  


