
 

 

2020 GOOD FRIDAY  
Our Good Friday devotional is based on the African-American spiritual, “Were You There?” It is found in the 
United Methodist Hymnal and is a tune that is familiar to most of us.  I hope that as you read through this 
devotional, you will hum or sing the verses before looking at each scripture.  It can be read straight through 
or it can be divided up as your schedule allows.  I suggest choosing to look at a verse and scripture each 
hour from 4 pm until 8pm as the day grows darker.   
 
Verse 1  (4:00) 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
 
 
Scripture reading:  Matthew 27:11-26 
Reflection question:  Barabbas was the guilty one, but Jesus died in his place.  How does it make you feel  

to know that Jesus died in our place?   
Action: Begin to make your house a little darker. Turn off your bedroom lights and/or draw the curtains   
 
Verse 2 (5:00)  
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
 
Scripture reading: Matthew 27:27-44 
Reflection question:  Jesus had committed no sins, yet he was hung with criminals.  What sins do you need 

to confess to God today?   
Action:  Look around your house for art or decor that depicts crosses.  Or look for cross shapes in nature, in 

the shadows, or see if you can spot cross shapes in everyday objects around your house.   
 
 
Verse 3 (6:00) 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 
Scripture reading:  John 19:28-37 
Reflection question: Crucifixion was a very painful way to die.  The soldiers pierced Jesus’ side to prove that 

he was dead.  How does death make you feel?  Take time to pray for those who are grieving.   
Action:  Walk through your home and look at any family pictures that you have out.   Think of the 

generations gone before you and what lessons they taught you.   
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Verse 4 (7:00) 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
 
 
Scripture:  Matthew 27:45-56 
Reflection question: Darkness fell, the curtain was torn in two, and the earth shook.  The soldiers were  

terrified. What are your fears today? Talk to God about them.   
Action:  Turn off your dining room and kitchen lights. You might choose to fast from food for the rest of the 

evening until morning  
 
 
Verse 5 (8:00)  
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?   
 
Scripture reading: Matthew 27:57-66 
Reflection question:  Think about the stone being rolled over the entrance of the tomb.  It created total 

darkness in the tomb.  How does darkness make you feel?   
Action: Turn off your living room lights and/or choose to turn off electronics for the rest of the evening. 
 
__________________________ 
NOTES: 
Created by Rev. Beth Rosler, a United Methodist Pastor.  
 
The original published version of “Were You There” only had 4 verses.  Others have written additional 
verses (including the fifth one found in the UM Hymnal).  On Good Friday, we journey with Jesus to the 
cross and the tomb. We settle into the sadness, the sorrow, and the darkness that fell on the day Christ 
died.  May our reflections today prepare our hearts to truly appreciate the resurrection.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Easter Sunday, in celebration of the resurrection, feel free to sing this last verse:  
Were you there when he rose up from the dead? 
Were you there when he rose up from the dead? 
Sometimes I feel like shouting 'Glory, glory, glory!' 
Were you there when he rose up from the dead? 


