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Letter from the Ministry Council President

MINISTRY

In last year’s Supplemental Report to General Assembly, on behalf of the
COUNCIL
Ministry Council, I attempted to say thank you—thank you for giving to
ELECTED
the Lord in and through the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. This year, I
MEMBERS
want to say thank you again for giving—for giving of your time, your talent,
and your treasure. Because you gave of yourselves, the work of the Ministry
Council, through its Communication Ministry, Discipleship Ministry,
Missions Ministry, and Pastoral Development Ministry Teams, continues to
Rev. Donny Acton
minster to those in our denomination and beyond. I encourage you to read
the articles from our Ministry Teams that are contained in this Supplemental
Karen Avery
Report because some of the information may surprise you and inform you.
I also pray that the reports will fill you with hope for the future of the
Kenneth Bean
Cumberland Presbyterian Church or the Cumberland Presbyterian Church
United, as the case may be. In my observation, it is a lack of information paired
Carla Bellis
with erroneous assumptions that generate most of the “grumbling” within the
church on both the local and denominational level. With that in mind, I not
Rev. Kenny Butcher
only encourage you, as a Commissioner or visitor to General Assembly, to read
this year’s Supplemental Report, but I also encourage you to take copies with
Juan David Correa
you to share with your congregation and presbytery. God is at work in the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and in spite of all obstacles thrown in our
Rev. Dr. Jay Earheart-Brown
way, we need to share the Good News.
Learning the unforced rhythms of grace,
Rev. Mike Wilkinson

Letter from the Director of Ministries
Since last year’s General Assembly, Ministry Council staff and elected members
have faithfully worked with Cumberland Presbyterians in 16 countries to
strengthen current ministries and launch new ones. The many, many miles
that Ministry Council members and staff have driven, flown, walked (and
floated via the occasional boat ride) all provided opportunities for active
listening - listening to what God is calling us to do and be. We invite you to
read this report from cover to cover, to visit our website, cpcmc.org, and to
contact any elected member or staff member to learn in greater detail about
where God has been with us this past year, and where we believe God is calling
us for future ministry. We pray that we may continue to walk alongside you,
providing helpful resources as you work to strengthen God’s kingdom in your
home, congregation and community. As we prepare for new ministries, please
accept our appreciation for the words of encouragement, funding and prayers
shared with us throughout the year. Thank you for helping us to expand
global missions. Thank you for helping us to better serve congregations large
and small. Thank you for the renewed subscriptions and positive responses
you’ve shared in regard to the enhancements made to THE CUMBERLAND
PRESBYTERIAN magazine. Thank you for including the staff and work of the
Council in your daily prayers. We pray that the elected members and staff of
the Ministry Council and Ministry Teams remain attentive to the Holy Spirit,
and continue to walk together in faith and love.
Grace and Peace,
Edith Busbee Old
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IN CHILDREN AND
FAMILY MINISTRY
Children’s Fest
Thank you from more than 600 children who
have enjoyed Children’s Fest events since they
began in the summer of 2014. These events have
taken place in McKenzie, Tennessee; Denton,
Texas; Malden, Massachusetts; Chattanooga,
Tennessee; and, most recently, in El Paso,
Texas. Children’s Fest is a high-energy, fun-filled,
faith-exploring day for Cumberland Presbyterian
children, K – 5th grade. It brings them together to
experience the connectional nature of the church
at an early age, and offers smaller member
congregations the opportunity to participate in
programming which would otherwise be difficult
for them to have. Each year the participants
explore a biblical theme and how the scriptures
can be alive in their lives, right now, at their age.
Summer 2019 holds great plans for Children’s
Fest with two events planned for Winchester,
Tennessee, and McKenzie, Tennessee. We
hope to continue to offer multiple locations
each year in various presbyteries in order
to encourage children in other areas of
the denomination to attend. In addition, an
event has been added alongside Children’s
Fest: The Middle School Event for 6th & 7th
graders. While this event will happen on the
same dates and in the same locations as
Children’s Fest, it will meet separately for most
of the day and create unique programming
and opportunities for an older age group.
Through worship, Bible study, fellowship,
recreation, service, and relationship-building
activities, all children who attend Children’s
Fest or The Middle School Event are
celebrated and encouraged to learn and act
upon their faith. Thank you for supporting
this ministry which allows space for faith
formation and relationship-building to begin
at a young age in our denomination.
Jodi Rush - jrush@cumberland.org
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IN YOUTH AND
YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
Youth and Young Adult Ministry in the CPC is
focused on developing and nurturing Christ-like faith
in people 13-35 years of age. This is a time of great
growth physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually
as individuals transition from adolescence to adulthood.
Discipleship Ministry Team (DMT) helps equip churches
to minister to and with youth and young adults by
providing relevant resources, opportunities for youth
and young adults to serve others, and retreats and
conferences that speak to the issues and challenges
young people face in the 21st century. We are grateful
for the wonderful support we receive from individuals,
churches, and presbyteries who give of their time and
talent to create our denominational youth and young
adult ministry. For more information on youth resources
and activities like CPYC, Kaleo, Youth Worker Retreat,
Faith Out Loud, and Stir, please visit our website at
cpcmc.org/youth-ministries. For young adult ministry
resources such as the Young Adult Ministry Council
(YAMC), Young Adult Retreat, Young Women’s Retreat,
America’s Youth Gathering, and Ukirk, please visit
cpcmc.org/young-adults.
We have young Cumberland Presbyterians from
many states and countries. To ensure we include as
many young people as possible in our events and
conferences, we ask you to prayerfully consider giving:
Pocket Change Challenge – All Cumberland
Presbyterian churches are invited to take the Pocket
Change Challenge. Your congregation may select a
month to collect members’ pocket change, and once
collected, send it to DMT. This donation will go to the
Youth Participant Project Fund which helps CP youth
and young adults attend our summer conferences.
CPYC Perpetual Conferee – By making a $50
contribution to the CPYC Endowment, a person may
receive a CPYC Perpetual Conferee Certificate. This is
an excellent way to signify the importance of this event
in the lives of young people who are important in your
life. You may send a check or pay online to honor your
favorite young person.
Nathan Wheeler - nwheeler@cumberland.org
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IN ADULT
MINISTRY
Encounter is a quarterly Bible study
entering its 85th year of use in the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, written by
Cumberland Presbyterians. It is available in
both regular and large print editions and can
also be downloaded in PDF format. This
resource can be used for personal study
or with Sunday school and small groups
alongside the available leader guide.
eVotions are daily devotions posted on the
Ministry Council website. eVotions include
a scripture reading, a reflection written by
CPs, and a concluding prayer. These can
be found at cpcmc.org/evotions, or you can
use the subscribe feature to have eVotions
delivered via email.
Adult Ministry blog focuses on the needs
and interests of the adult age group of the
CPC. This blog can be found at cpcmc.org/
adult-ministry.
The Cumberland Podcast is a new
resource offered by DMT. The podcast
features a weekly lectionary starter, a
resource spotlight, and other information
that CPs can find useful for ministry to
adults in the local church. This can be
found on the libsyn directory, Apple iTunes,
Google Podcast, and many other podcast
aggregates.
A Day in the Park took place on October
16, 2018. About 100 people braved the cold
at the Birthplace Shrine in Montgomery Bell
State Park. General Assembly Moderator
Rev. Dr. Jay Earheart-Brown preached, and
the Historical Foundation presented the
history through the eyes of Sarah Larkins
(Samuel McAdow’s sister).
Chris Fleming –
Cfleming@cumberland.org
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IN WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Cumberland Presbyterian Women’s Ministry is a thriving
community within the CPC, involving everything from ordination,
sessions, circles, women’s fellowships, missions, and beyond! Our
purpose is to accept the love and joy of Jesus through the ministry
of women. We seek to do this as we pray, study God’s word, and
reach out to others through missions, service, encouragement, and
fellowship opportunities.
Women’s Ministry Convention is held every year coinciding
with GA. We spend time encouraging one another and seeking to
engage in Bible study, introducing new outreach, electing officers,
and hearing from the global missions field. We collect an offering
to be divided among different ministries and the Stott-Wallace
Missionary Offering. Beginning with the 2019 Convention, our
Women’s Ministry theme for the year envisions walking in love
together through worship, prayer, missions, fellowship, retreats, and
many other creative endeavors.
Women’s Ministry has placed an emphasis on including young
women (post high school to 35) in women’s ministry activities unique
to their needs and interests. We held our annual Young Women’s
Retreat in January 2019, and look forward to hosting another
in February 2020, at Camp Clark Williamson, near Humboldt,
Tennessee. The Missions Ministry Team ministers to young women
in partnership with the Young Adult Ministry of DMT.
Women’s Ministry
Convention: An annual event which brings together women across
the denomination for Bible study, worship, fellowship, and mission.
Young Women’s Ministry: A special emphasis ministry on women
post high school to 35 years of age, looking to meet their unique
needs and interests.
Latina Ministry: A special emphasis ministry to help Latin women
connect in the denomination and enjoy an opportunity to worship,
study, pray, and fellowship.
Endowments: The Women’s Ministry of the CPC has many
endowments that help support our mission. Gifts to these
endowments allow us to continue our work.
Memberships: Memberships are an amazing way to honor women
in ministry and to help support our mission work. If you are looking
for a way to honor current or past leaders in ministry, female or
male, this is a wonderful opportunity to honor their heart for service.
Cardelia Howell-Diamond - chd@cumberland.org
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IN CONGREGATIONAL
MINISTRY

The Director of Congregational Ministries works with
all MC staff to ensure success in the local church, serving
as a coach and facilitator to congregations. This includes
assessing local congregational needs, providing resources
to encourage succesful ministry, and aiding congregations
to reach their goals. This position is committed to
increasing awareness of opportunities for congregations
to engage in mission projects, Christian education, youth
events, and other activities. Other avenues of support for
congregations include: assisting congregations searching
for a pastor through the LRS; serving as a resource
person for mission opportunities and disaster relief
teams; and, promoting events, activities and opportunities
through social media. Being a newly expanded position,
Congregational Ministries allows for new prospects of
growth, outreach, and resources within the denomination,
as well as sustainable support of congregations throughout
the CPC.
The Congregational Ministry Office walks with you in:
•

Updating the LRS to reflect the appropriate online
procedure.

•

Updating the Christian Service Opportunity List for
current mission opportunities.

•

Contracted Rev. Lisa Cook for the Birthplace Shrine
chaplaincy during the summer of 2019.

•

Engaging in opportunities to support the needs of
the local congregation as well as interacting with
Presbytery Boards of Missions.

•

Partnering with all Ministry Council Teams to provide
resources as needed.

•

Contacting, engaging, and supporting our ecumenical
partners.

•

Sharing updates to the MMT Facebook page.

Kristi Lounsbury - klounsbury@cumberland.org
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IN CROSS-CULTURE
IMMIGRANT MINISTRY
The Cross-Culture Immigrant Ministries US Program is
thankful for the different CP judicatories, church planters, and
pastors in the U.S. working among immigrant congregations, new
church developments, and geographical explorations. Five years
ago we had around 50 immigrant ministries. Today we have more
than 60 different immigrant ministries including congregations,
provisional churches, NCDs, and new exploration initiatives. MMT
encourages immigrant clergy and lay leaders, the different CP
judicatories in the U.S., and individuals to start new immigrant
churches establishing a CP presence among different ethnocultural communities.
Immigrant Provisional Congregations
MMT is assisting different U.S. presbyteries which are
welcoming and receiving existing immigrant congregations and
pastors who are joining the CP family.
New Church Developments (NCD)
New immigrant congregations have been started in different
cities of the U.S. Some are in the early stages; others are
closer to becoming organized. Some have been started by
CP congregations; others have been started by presbyteries.
Some are led by ordained clergy; others are led by lay leaders.
Some are monolinguals; others are bilinguals. Regardless of
the situation, sharing the Good News among different immigrant
communities in the U.S. reflects our commitment to God’s mission
in the world.
New Exploration Initiatives
There is no area too large or too small to explore when the
goal is to share God’s love and the Good News of Jesus Christ.
New exploration initiatives among immigrant communities are
meaningful when individuals, local churches, presbyteries, or lay
or clergy leaders decide to embrace ethno-cultural communities
around the country to start a church planting effort. Who can do
it? Any CP or friends of CPs.
South Florida
After 20 years of Hispanic ministry in Florida, Grace
Presbytery and the MMT decided to start multiple new exploration
initiatives resulting in eight different ministries: one organized
church, two NCDs, and five new exploration initiatives. The
pastors and church planters are praying for one another,
encouraging one another, and looking for opportunities for
fellowship and communion in order to serve different Hispanic
communities in Florida.
Johan Daza - jdaza@cumberland.org
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IN EVANGELISM
AND NEW CHURCH
DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY
New Church Development Story
-Knock. Knock. Knock.I opened the door to an anxious friend.
He motioned to the porch swing.
Silence.
Then he said, “May we come here and pray?”
Now I was stunned into silence! My mind was racing, “Well, of course, we can
pray together.”
That was the beginning.
We prayed. He brought others to pray.
There was no schedule or organized ritual. We just prayed together. It seemed
right to have a meal together. Within the course of the meal, I broke bread and we
celebrated the Lord’s Supper. It was a special moment for all of us.
Where was this going? Praying brought me to my computer. Writing an SOS to
a friend, he answered:
“Gee, Pat... That almost sounds like God calling you…With your permission,
I’d like to share your situation with T.J. Malinoski. While I understand fully your
unwillingness to get into the church planting business (and I don’t blame you), he–
as the denomination’s go-to guy for church planting and new church evangelism–
would be able to provide you reliable answers to your questions and concerns.”
My friend was right. I did NOT want to be in church planting business, but here
I was with people who wanted to pray! Talking with Rev. Malinoski, I agreed to work
with the MMT to see where this might go.
Out of the blue (or maybe it was another God thing), a friend asked me to
brunch. I had shared with her my situation. Midway through the meal she said, “I’ve
been praying about this, and I’d like to offer my house for your gathering.”
I was speechless.
The last few months have had their share of tears, fears, love, laughter, and
miracles. People have come and gone. Currently, there are 15 who are consistently
regular: eight adults and seven children. We celebrated our first Christmas Eve
together in worship and our first Christmas at a nursing home. It was their idea to
be there on Christmas Day, to give to people who have less. We made 100 Psalm
23 bracelets, distributed them, and visited with the residents. More than a gift to
them, the residents were a gift to us. The nursing home continues as our outreach.
The Evangelism and NCD Office provides support to new worshiping
communities across the U.S., especially through new exploration initiatives. We are
always looking for new leaders and locations as God leads.
TJ Malinoski - tmalinoski@cumberland.org
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IN PASTORAL
DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY
Clergy Support
PDMT maintains a Clergy Crisis Fund. In 2018 several
disbursements were made to ministers for counseling, medical care,
and other needs. Thank you for making these tangible gifts of support
and love possible. While the gift will not completely alleviate the
problem, it is an encouragement to ministers. It is a reminder that the
church they serve loves them and supports them in their ministry.
Contact Pam Phillips-Burk to request assistance from the Clergy
Crisis Fund. You can request funds for someone if you are a clergy
care committee member, a stated clerk, a presbytery, or an individual
minister. Needs often exceed the fund balance, so we welcome
additional contributions. If you would like to donate to the Clergy Crisis
Fund, a tax-deductible contribution may be made to PDMT/Clergy
Crisis Fund. Mail your contribution to The Ministry Council/PDMT, 8207
Traditional Place, Cordova, TN 38016.
Gifts for Ordination
An important responsibility of an ordained Minister of Word and
Sacrament is providing pastoral care and communion to members who
are not able to attend worship services. This past year, CP ministers
delivered this holy sacrament to countless homes, hospitals, and
nursing homes in a travel communion set given to them by PDMT at the
time of their ordination. Thank you for making it possible for these CPs
to stay connected to their church and Jesus Christ.
In addition to the communion kits, PDMT provides gifts of books and
other resources to new candidates: An Introduction to Christian Ministry
(Morris Pepper), The Bible and the Calendar (Thomas Campbell), and
Covenant of Trust (Milton Ortiz).
2019 Pastors Sabbath Retreats
CP ministers have been gifted with a FREE Sabbath retreat in
2019. These retreats are offered in partnership with the “Whosoever
Will Bridge” program: a partnership between Bethel University and
Memphis Theological Seminary. Thanks in part to the private donor
of the “Whosoever Will Bridge” program, each month in 2019 pastors
(and their families) are able to ‘recharge’ at no expense. PDMT is
coordinating and providing leadership at the retreats for up to 15
different pastors (and their families) at Whitestone Country Inn in
Kingston, Tennessee. During the retreat participants attend a small,
informal gathering to discuss their role in sharing the opportunity
available for students interested in ministry. To register for an upcoming
retreat, visit cpcmc.org/2019-pastors-retreat.
Pam Phillips-Burk -- pam@cumberland.org
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IN COMMUNICATION
MINISTRY
The first week of June marked one year since I took the
helm from Mark Davis as the CMT Leader. After working
alongside him from 2013 to 2018 as an elected CMT
member, it has been an honor to take over his many projects
and ideas to better equip and facilitate communication
from and within our wonderful CPC. Not every mainline
denomination faces the same multicultural, multilinguistic,
and multinational challenges that our ministries face, but we
meet those challenges with remarkable technological tools.
As an adolescent, I watched as computers became
mainstream in schools, offices, and homes. As a young
adult, I watched as the internet transitioned from an
intercollegiate network of computers to a truly worldwide
web. As a young pastor, I stood in a marketplace in Medellín,
Colombia, and watched as Google translated signs from
Spanish into English instantly on my smartphone. As your
CMT Leader, I have seen churches share video of their
worship services online for at-home members and even
other congregations. Late last year, I was also able to help
implement an online learning platform for MMT’s Missions
School. And lastly, at the 2019 General Assembly, we will
have, for the first time, a live-stream broadcast of the main
business sessions as well as several worship services, so
CPs around the world can engage in GA in real time.
Another new venture for the CMT is the re-development
of our oldest denominational publication: THE CUMBERLAND
PRESBYTERIAN. Hired in late 2018, Publications Manager/
Editor and historian Matt Gore brings an historical
perspective to the magazine, showcasing stories of well
known individuals whose CP affiliation may be surprising!
Volume 192 begins in January. Have you subscribed?
Utilizing the tools of the ever-accelerating technological
revolution we’re all witnessing alongside our most reliable
and trusted publication tools, the CMT hopes to further grow
our capacity to communicate quickly and easily across any
barrier for the purpose of strengthening our capacity to share
the Gospel of Jesus that binds us together.
If you have questions about technology, cybersecurity,
communication, publications, and/or media, your
Communication Ministry Team is always happy to help.
Steven Shelton - sshelton@cumberland.org
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In Global Missions Ministry
•

•
•

•

•

•

The CPC has missionaries in Brazil,
Cambodia/Laos, Colombia, Guatemala,
and the Philippines.
The newest missionaries were deployed to
Brazil in early 2019.
Missions Ministry Team (MMT) is
currently working with applications from
two new families interested in serving
as missionaries. It is possible they
will be deployed later in 2019. Once
they are deployed, there will be 14 CP
missionaries starting CP churches. All of
these missionaries are under the care and
supervision of the MMT.
Two CP families are currently serving on
the mission field with non-denominational
mission organizations. They are under
the care and supervision of those
organizations.
The CPC supports current church planting
of CP missionaries by means of the StottWallace Missionary Offering. MMT is the
primary fundraiser for our missionaries by
promoting our missionary support fund. In
order to support our missionaries, the CPC
needs approximately $350,000 a year.
In 2018 the Stott-Wallace Missionary
Offering received $240,702. Additional
funds were needed to cover the cost of
having CP missionaries, so funds were
used from endowments and Our United
Outreach.

•

•

CPs from around the world are asked to
pray for our missionaries and to support
them by making donations to the StottWallace Missionary Offering.
Currently CP churches are located in 16
countries around the world: Australia,
Brazil, Cambodia, Colombia, Cuba,
Guatemala, Haiti, Hong Kong/Macau,
Japan, Laos, Mexico, The Philippines,
South Korea, Spain (with a satellite in
France), and the United States.

•

Two of the fastest growing segments of the
CPC are Hong Kong and Colombia.

•

Two projects that MMT began supporting in
2019 are a NCD in Hong Kong and another
one in Macau (both special districts of
China).

•

•

•
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Clergy Crisis Fund: Provides emergency
financial assistance for clergy in crisis.
CMT audio and video equipment account:
Helps secure new, professional equipment.
Convention Offering: CPWM convention
offering that funds special projects.
CPYC Endowment: A $50 contribution
can honor a “Perpetual Conferee.”
C. Ray Dobbins Endowment: Sustains
the work of THE CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN.
Disaster Relief Fund and Offering: Helps us
respond to natural disaster relief in the U.S.
DMT Online Auction: Online November
auction that supports DMT.
Event Scholarships: Helps interested
people attend DMT events.

The CPC has a Senior Citizen Day Care
in Japan (Japan Presbytery), a nursing
home in Cali, Colombia (Cauca Valley
Presbytery), and a medical clinic in
Guatemala (Guatemala Council of CP
Churches).

Loaves & Fishes Offering: Received in
November for hunger programs.

CP hot lunch programs feed children
in Colombia, Guatemala, Haiti, and the
Philippines.

Pray for our mission fields and ministries around the world.
Educate your church about CP missions.
Advocate and promote the Stott-Wallace Missionary Offering.
Subscribe to the free quarterly magazine Missionary Messenger to stay current and
learn more about MMT by emailing jellis@cumberland.org.
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Builder’s Fellowship: Assists new CP
congregations with their first building.

Three CP schools are located in Colombia,
three in Hong Kong, one in Japan, and six
in Haiti.

What you can do:
•
•
•
•

WALK WITH US IN GIVING

Kaleo: A year-long mentoring program
helping young CPs explore their call.

Memorial/Honor Contributions:
Support any ministries of the MC.
Pocket Change Challenge: Helps
CP youth attend DMT conferences.
Second Mile Projects: Opportunities
for congregations above their OUO.
Stott-Wallace Missionary Offering: Local
church offerings that support our missionaries.

WALK WITH US IN SERVICE

Beth-El Farmworker Ministry:
A Tampa, Florida, 27-acre facility
with multi-faceted ministries.
Great for Youth/Adult Work teams.
Children’s Activities @ GA:
Provide adult leadership for
GA children’s events.
Children’s Fest and Middle School Event:
Planning and leading Children’s
Fest and Middle School Events around
the denomination.
Coalition of Appalachian Ministry
(CAM): Networking church and
community to provide service
opportunities in the Appalachian
Region.
National Farm Worker Ministry:
Provide support and assistance
to migrant farm workers through
opportunities for hunger relief, education,
healthcare and spiritual growth.
Project Vida: Volunteer in one
of the nation’s most impoverished
neighborhoods in El Paso, Texas. Create
change through community
development.
THE CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN
and Missionary Messenger:
Our magazines need writers and
photographers to contribute stories
about the work of our CP churches
around the globe.
Women’s Ministry Writers:
For the annual Bible studies and
devotions, talented women writers
are needed.

World Emergency Fund: Helps us respond to
global natural disaster relief.
Youth Worker Support: A way to
support and serve CP youth workers.
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We Walk Together At The Symposium

November 7-9, 2019

Brenthaven CPC, Brentwood, TN
Lodging at Hyatt Place Brentwood
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Different Workshops

Breakout Sessions

Worship and Fellowship with Cumberland Presbyterians
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