
Children’s Lenten Lesson #7: The Last Week 
 
The story of the last week of Jesus’ earthly life is obviously a very important story. But, it also has many 
aspects that are hard for children to understand. Some events in the story are sad, and some may be scary 
to children. This lesson is designed to help children become familiar with the variety of events that were 
happening the last week of Jesus’ earthly life. Ultimately, you want the children to celebrate the 
resurrection. But, it is important that they are able to explore the events that led up to Sunday as they are 
age appropriate and ready to do so. It is suggested that the leader of this lesson read the following article 
in preparation for leading this lesson.  This article could also be shared with parents of the children.  
 
Click on:  How to Talk to Your Kids About Good Friday from Beaming Books Blog 
 

Resources you might want to have for this lesson: 
 Bibles 
 Children’s Story Bible that has illustrations of stories in the lesson 
 Computer or tablet to watch video(s) 
 Scripture cards  
 Optional: Color Sheets at the end of the lesson 
 Optional: Supplies for Coffee Filter Butterfly 

 

Gathering: 
 
If you have enough Bibles for each child to have their own, ask them to hold it as you ask a few questions: 

 What book of the Bible have we been studying for the past six weeks? Mark 
 What testament is Mark in? New 

Hand out the “Scripture Cards.” There are 10 cards. Depending on the size of your group, each child may 
get more than one card, or a couple children can share a card. Ask each child to find the scripture listed 
on their card in their Bible. Ask them to use the card to mark their place until time to read the scripture.  
 
Scripture: 
 

 Depending on the age and reading level of the childrenask the children to read aloud the 
scripture on their card, or you may want to read it aloud to the group. 

 
Today we are going to read about some of the things that Jesus was doing before his death and resurrection.    
 
Read in order:   

1. Mark 11: 7-10    Jesus enters Jerusalem 

2. Mark 14: 1-2     Plotting to kill Jesus 

3. Mark 14: 10-11    Judas betrays Jesus 

4. Mark 14: 12-16 & 14: 22-24  The Last Supper 

5. Mark 14: 32-36        Jesus prays 

6. Mark 14:  43-46      Jesus is arrested 

7. Mark 15: 1-15   Jesus and Pilate 

8. Mark 15: 16-20 & 25-27  The soldiers mock Jesus & the crucifixion 

9. Mark 15: 37-39 & 46   Death and burial 

10. Mark 16: 1-7    Resurrection 

 
 

https://blog.beamingbooks.com/how-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-good-friday


 
You may want to watch one or more of these videos:   
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HL8R158Ujp4 (5:22 min) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3UKd6LQKng (4:13 min) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1NWZ7bjNQXA (5:29 min) Easter by children 
 
Questions: 
 

Spend some time talking with the children about the scriptures and the videos. Give them time to think 
and answer. The questions do not have a “yes” or “no” answer, so allow time for the children to wonder 
about what is happening in the story. Think of this as a conversation, more than a question and answer 
activity.  
 

Today we have read a lot of different scriptures that tell the story of the days before Jesus’ death and 
resurrection.   
 

 Were there any events that we read about that you did not know had happened? 
 What questions do you have about what we read? 
 What parts of these stories make you happy? What parts of these stories make you sad? 
 If you had been in the crowd in the #1 scripture how do you think you would have felt? How 

would you have felt if you had been in the crowd in the #7 scripture? And, how would you have 
felt if you had been one of the people in #10? 

 What does the word “resurrection” mean? 
 
Seeking Understanding: 
 

 Illustrate the Scripture Cards 
o Make copies of the Scripture Cards so that each child has a whole set to take home.  
o Using the Scripture Cards, invite the children to illustrate each scripture in the empty space 

below the scripture.  
 

 Color Sheets 
o At the bottom of this lesson are several color sheets to use with this lesson, or to send home 

with the children. 
 

 Make a Coffee Filter Butterfly 
o Supplies Needed: 2 coffee filters per child, washable markers, water, eye dropper or small 

measuring spoon, pipe cleaner 12” long, cookie sheet or something to put the project on to 
keep the work surface from getting messy.  

o Special Note: You might want to let the children do the coloring and water dripping steps 
at the beginning of the session to allow time for drying. You can come back to it at the end 
of the session and do the rest of the steps.  

o Place one coffee filter inside the other so they fit together well. You will want to place the 
coffee filters on a cookie sheet to keep the table surface from getting messy. 

o Flatten the coffee filters.  
o The children can use markers to color a design on the coffee filters. They will color on the 

top filter and the color should bleed through. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HL8R158Ujp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3UKd6LQKng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1NWZ7bjNQXA


o Next the children will take an eye dropper or small measuring spoon of water and drip 
water onto the marker designs on the coffee filter just enough to make the filter wet and 
the colors begin to spread. 

o Pull the filters apart to dry and allow to dry. 
o Once they are dry, fold each layer back and forth, accordion style in ½” folds. Put the two 

folded strips on top of each other. 
o Twist a pipe cleaner around the middle.   
o Finally, pull apart the folds in the coffee filter to open them up and shape your butterfly 

 

You may want to purchase these crafts from Oriental Trading to reinforce the story: 
 

 Holy Week Puzzle Block 
https://www.orientaltrading.com/holy-week-puzzle-blocks-a2-
13822050.fltr?keyword=Jesus+last+week 

 
 Holy Week Activity Pad 

https://www.orientaltrading.com/holy-week-activity-pads-a2-
36_2161.fltr?keyword=Jesus+last+week 

 

 Holy Week Story Crosses 
https://www.orientaltrading.com/color-your-own-holy-week-story-crosses-a2-
13721100.fltr?keyword=Jesus+last+week 

 

 Butterfly Tissue Paper Craft 
https://www.orientaltrading.com/tissue-paper-butterfly-craft-kit-a2-

48_5790.fltr?keyword=butterfly+tissue+craft 
 
Closing Prayer: 
 
Close with this prayer or let a child lead the group in prayer. 
 
Dear God, 
Thank you for the things that Jesus did for us. Help us to remember these stories. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.orientaltrading.com/holy-week-puzzle-blocks-a2-13822050.fltr?keyword=Jesus+last+week
https://www.orientaltrading.com/holy-week-puzzle-blocks-a2-13822050.fltr?keyword=Jesus+last+week
https://www.orientaltrading.com/holy-week-activity-pads-a2-36_2161.fltr?keyword=Jesus+last+week
https://www.orientaltrading.com/holy-week-activity-pads-a2-36_2161.fltr?keyword=Jesus+last+week
https://www.orientaltrading.com/color-your-own-holy-week-story-crosses-a2-13721100.fltr?keyword=Jesus+last+week
https://www.orientaltrading.com/color-your-own-holy-week-story-crosses-a2-13721100.fltr?keyword=Jesus+last+week
https://www.orientaltrading.com/tissue-paper-butterfly-craft-kit-a2-48_5790.fltr?keyword=butterfly+tissue+craft
https://www.orientaltrading.com/tissue-paper-butterfly-craft-kit-a2-48_5790.fltr?keyword=butterfly+tissue+craft


Scripture Cards: 
 

 



 



 
 



 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


