
Children’s Lenten Lesson #3: Jesus Teaches with Stories 
 
Resources you might want to have for this lesson: 

 Bible  

 Children’s  Story Bible that has illustrations of stories in the lesson 

 Computer or tablet to watch videos 

 For Seed Show and Tell: Three or four types of seed packets – one being a mustard seed. 

 For the Seed Collage Craft: glue, heavy paper or cardboard shape for each child, several 

types of colorful seeds. 
 

Gathering 

 

If you have enough Bibles for each child, let them hold their own Bible while you go through the 

following discussion starter questions. If the children made a Bible book mark last week, they 

can use it now to mark their place.  

 

Let’s review what we know about the book of Mark. 

 

 What testament is Mark located? (New) 

 Where is it located in the New Testament? (Second book) 

 

Find Mark Chapter 4 and mark your place with your Bible bookmark.  

  

Scripture 

 

Today, we are going to read more scriptures from the book of Mark. The stories we will read 

today are called “parables.”  A parable is a short story that teaches an important lesson. Jesus 

often used parables to teach about God. 

 

Read: 

 

Read the story and show the corresponding videos. 

 

Mark 4: 1 – 9,  Parable of the Sower 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZEO_Ls2ERs (Time: 3 min) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9IOhGPrRvY (Time: 3 min) 

 

Mark 4: 30 – 32, Parable of the Mustard Seed 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9IOhGPrRvY (Time: 3 min) 

 

Questions 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZEO_Ls2ERs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9IOhGPrRvY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9IOhGPrRvY


Spend some time talking with the children about the scriptures.  

 

What things did the two stories have in common?  

 

In these stories what was Jesus doing? 

 

Now, focusing mainly on Mark 4: 30 – 32, ask: 

 

Why do you think Jesus chose a very small seed like the mustard seed to tell his story? 

 

What do you think Jesus was trying to teach by telling this parable? 

 

Seeking Understanding 

 

 Seed Show and Tell: Bring two or three types of seeds with you to this session. Before 

the children arrive pour a few from each packet in separate bowls so that you know what 

the seeds are, but the children cannot see what they are. Ask them to look at the seeds 

individually and make a guess as to what they think might grow from that seed. After they 

have guessed, reveal the identity of each seed. Remind them about the parable of the 

mustard seed. What did Jesus say would happen to the small seed?   

 Make Seed Pictures: As a way for the children to remember the parables about seeds, 

help them make a seed mosaic or collage. Have several types of colorful seeds and a cut 

out shapes on heavy paper or cardboard. The shapes may be crosses, hearts, or some 

other shape you think appropriate for the season. Instruct them to pour a small portion of 

glue in a section of the shape and place seeds on the glue. Add glue and seeds to the entire 

shape. Allow time for the glue to dry. While waiting for the glue to dry talk with the 

children about how these little seeds can grow into plants and do amazing things to create 

food for us or to bring beauty to the earth. Help them to think about how this works in 

their life. What things do you sometimes feel too small to do? If you listen to Jesus’ parable, 

what things can you do to help others? What things can you do to help our community? 

What things can you do to help our church? 

 Mustard Seed Project: Decide on a project that the children can do to help the church. 

They could help decorate a bulletin board at church, make cards to send or deliver to the 

shut in members, collect food for a food pantry. Select a project that is appropriate for 

your congregation. Remind them throughout all stages of the project that small actions 

can grow into big results, like you read about in Jesus’ parables. 

 

 

In addition to the above activities, you may want to check out this activity book that can be 

purchased through Oriental Trading Co. 

 

https://www.orientaltrading.com/parables-of-jesus-activity-books-a2-

13821816.fltr?keyword=parables 

 

https://www.orientaltrading.com/parables-of-jesus-activity-books-a2-13821816.fltr?keyword=parables
https://www.orientaltrading.com/parables-of-jesus-activity-books-a2-13821816.fltr?keyword=parables


You may want to consider purchasing a Story Bible to use with the children. Growing in God’s 

Love is an excellent choice for this lesson, because it has a section on parables. To order: 

https://cpcmc.org/store-2/Growing-in-Gods-Love-A-Story-Bible-p97211076 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

Close with this prayer or let a child lead the group in prayer. 

 

God, thank you that you can use all the small things we do to do great things in the world. Amen.  

 
 

https://cpcmc.org/store-2/Growing-in-Gods-Love-A-Story-Bible-p97211076

