
Children’s Lenten Lesson #5: Important Teachings of Jesus 
 
Resources you might want to have for this lesson: 
Bibles 
Children’s Story Bible that has illustrations of stories in the lesson 
Computer or tablet to watch video 
For Heart Craft: Heart patterns – See Below, Colorful paper, Scissors, Glue or glue sticks, Markers, 
pencils 
 

Gathering 
 
If you have enough Bibles for each child to have their own, ask them to hold it as you ask a few 
questions: 

 We have been studying stories from the Book of Mark. What testament is Mark in? New 
 Do you know what testament the book of Deuteronomy is in? Old 

 
Find the book of Deuteronomy in your Bible. You can look for it in the Table on Contents.  
Find Deuteronomy chapter 6, verse 4-5.  Put your bookmark to mark Deuteronomy 6:4 
Now find Mark 12. 
 
Scripture 
 
We talked last week about Jesus healing people. Jesus also spent a lot of time teaching. Today we 
are going to read about one of Jesus’ most important lessons.  
 
Read:  Mark 12: 28-31 
 
You may want to watch one or more of these videos:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=db-lE_f2U5I  (Time: 2 min) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WMEEq_OTOQM (Time: Watch the first 4 min) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hsGYVOUvUmE (Time: 4 min) Children talking about the 
scripture. 
 
Questions 
 
Spend some time talking with the children about the scriptures and the videos. Give them time to 
think and answer. The questions do not have a “yes” or “no” answer, so allow time for the 
children to wonder about what is happening in the story. Think of this as a conversation, more 
than a question and answer activity.  
 

 In the scripture today, what is Jesus doing? Teaching; talking with a crowd 
 Who asked Jesus the question? Scribe 
 What is a Scribe?  
 What was Jesus’ answer to the Scribe? Love God with your heart, soul, mind, strength, and 

neighbor as yourself.  
 Why did Jesus begin with “Hear, O Israel”? 
 Ask the children to turn to Deuteronomy and read 6:4-5. 
 What do you notice about this scripture in Deuteronomy and what Jesus said in the book 

of Mark? The same 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=db-lE_f2U5I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WMEEq_OTOQM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hsGYVOUvUmE


 Why do you think Jesus used this as an answer? It was an important teaching that the 
crowd would have been familiar with.  

 What part did Jesus add to Markthat was not in Deuteronomy? Love your neighbor as 
yourself.  

 Why do you think Jesus added that part?  
 Who is your neighbor? All peoplepeople close by and people far awaypeople you know 

well and those you do not know.  
 
Seeking Understanding 
 

 Heart Craft & Memory Activity: Prepare patterns of hearts in five graduating sizes 
ahead of time. (Pattern at the end of this lesson.) Each child will need to use the pattern to 
draw on paper and cut out five hearts – one in each size. If you have a variety of paper, it 
would be great for them to cut each heart in a different color or pattern. Invite them to 
glue the hearts one of top of the each other according to size. See picture. After they have 
glued the hearts ask them to write the following words on the hearts starting with the 
smallest: 

o Heart 
o Soul 
o Mind 
o Strength 
o Love your neighbor as yourself & Mark 12: 30 – 31 

 

 
After everyone has completed their hearts, use the words on the hearts to help the group 
repeat Mark 12: 30 – 31. Ask for volunteers to repeat the scripture using only the heart they 
made and the key words on each heart.  

 
 Craft Idea: http://www.ssww.com/blog/love-neighbor-church-craft-activity/ 

 
 Kindness to Neighbor Activity: Talk with the group about showing kindness to their 

neighbor. Remind them that a neighbor can be someone that lives close by, but could also 
be someone we see at the grocery store that we don’t know. Ask them to think of ways 
they could show kindness to a neighbor this week in their community, school, or church. 
In the list below are suggestions for you to share. The last few are ideas that you could do 
at church during this lesson. Please remind them to talk this project over with their 
parents and enlist their help, especially if what they want to do involves visiting a 
neighbor’s home to leave a note, etc.  

o Leave a note on neighbor’s door 
o Pick up trash without being asked 
o Leave a couple of quarters taped to a vending machine 
o Play with someone new at school 

http://www.ssww.com/blog/love-neighbor-church-craft-activity/


o Leave a thank you note 
o Give a flower 
o Let a sibling go first 
o Color a picture for someone 
o Hold a door open for someone 
o Take a plate of cookies to a nurses’ station 
o Pick out a few toys to donate 
o Leave a thank you note for your teacher 
o Decorate the pastor’s door 
o Leave the church secretary a special treat 

 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Close with this prayer or let a child lead the group in prayer. 
 
God we thank you for the words and the stories in the Old and New Testaments that teach us 
about you. Help us to remember to love you with our heart, soul, mind, strength, and to love our 
neighbor. Amen.  
 





 


