
Children’s Lenten Lesson #2: Jesus Speaks to Large Crowds 
 

Resources you might want to have for this lesson: 
Bible  
Children’s Story Bible that has illustrations of stories in the lesson 
Computer or tablet to watch videos 
Copies of the Bible Bookmark 
For Bread & Fish Craft: brown paper, blue paper, scissors, glue/glue stick 
Thank you notes 
 

Gathering 
 
Follow up on the discussion about the season of Lent from session 1 with the following 
discussion starters:  
What do we call the season of the church year that we are now in? (Lent) 
How many days or weeks does this season last? (Approximately 40 days/6 weeks) 
Did you notice anything different in the church or church sanctuary? (colors or other Lenten décor 
that may have been added) 
If you started one of the countdown activities last week, take time to check in with the children 
about the progress they have made in counting down the days until Easter. Did they mark the 
days on their calendar? Did they take the links off their chain? 
 
Talk about reading the Bible stories: 
If you have enough Bibles for each child, let them hold their own Bible while you go through the 
following discussion starter questions. 
Last week we discovered that the book of Mark is in the New Testament.  
Do you know where is comes in the New Testament?  (Second book of the New Testament) 
Please find the book of Mark in your Bible. 
Each book in the Bible is broken down into smaller sections called chapters.  
How many chapters does Mark have? (16) 
Please find chapter 3 in the book of Mark. 
Each chapter is broken down into smaller sections called verses. 
How many verses does Mark chapter three have? (35) 
 
Scripture 
 
In the first session, we read two stories from the book of Mark that told of Jesus calling people to 
follow him. Today, we are going to read more scriptures from the book of Mark that have some 
things in common.  
 
Read: 

 Mark 3: 7 – 10 
 Mark 6: 33 – 44 
 Mark 8: 1 – 10 

 
You may want to watch one or more of these videos:   
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYmJzAo9KbY  (3 min) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fGjybUn5bE  (5 min) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYmJzAo9KbY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fGjybUn5bE


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l93LJLvp3jI  (less than 2 min) 
 
Questions 
 
Spend some time talking with the children about the three stories using the questions below. 
Give them time to think and answer. The questions do not have a Yes or No answer, so allow time 
for the children to wonder about what is happening in the story. Think of this as a conversation, 
more than a question and answer activity.  
What things did all of the scriptures have in common?  
What differences did you notice in the three scriptures? 
In these stories what was Jesus doing? 
What were the disciples doing in the stories? 
Close your eyes and imagine you were in a big crowd of people waiting to hear Jesus teach. Imagine 
that your stomach started to growl. What would you be thinking as the day was getting late? When 
the food was distributed, what were you thinking then? 
 
 
Seeking Understanding 
 

 Make a Bible Bookmark – Included with this 
lesson is a sample of a Bible Bookmark that each child 
could color and personalize. On the top blank they can 
write their name. On the bottom blank under “Book:” 
they could write “Mark.” This will help them 
remember studying the book of Mark during the 
season of Lent.  

 
 
 
 
 Make Bread and Fish Story Reminder – As a visual reminder of the Bible stories, provide 

supplies for the children to make two fish, five loaves of bread, and a basket. The fish 
could be cut out of blue paper, and bread and basket out of brown paper. The children 
could glue their fish and bread to the basket. Encourage them to retell the story using 
their basket with bread and fish to their family or friends.  

 Thank You Note – The crowds that followed Jesus around wanted to hear him teach about 
God. Ask the children to tell you about teachers in their life. Invite them to write a note of 
thanks to the teacher. They can use words or pictures or both to express their thanks.  

 
In addition to the above activities, you may want to check out these additional activities that can 
be purchased through Oriental Trading Co. 
 
Craft Kit to Purchase: 
https://www.orientaltrading.com/feeding-the-5000-sign-craft-kit-a2-13649458.fltr 
 
Color book to Purchase: 
https://www.orientaltrading.com/miracles-of-jesus-coloring-books-a2-
13776736.fltr?keyword=jesus 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l93LJLvp3jI
https://www.orientaltrading.com/feeding-the-5000-sign-craft-kit-a2-13649458.fltr
https://www.orientaltrading.com/miracles-of-jesus-coloring-books-a2-13776736.fltr?keyword=jesus
https://www.orientaltrading.com/miracles-of-jesus-coloring-books-a2-13776736.fltr?keyword=jesus


 
Closing Prayer 
 
Close with this prayer or let a child lead the group in prayer. 
 
God, thank you for way Jesus taught so many people. Thank you for the people who teach us. 
Amen. 
 
 


