
Cumberland Presbyterian Women’s Convention Minutes 
June 18-21, 2018 

Embassy Suites Hotel and Convention Center 
Norman, Oklahoma 

 
 

Monday, June 18, 2018 
 

The Regional Council of the Cumberland Presbyterian Women’s Ministry met on June 18, 2018, 
at 10:30 a.m. at the Embassy Suites in Norman, Oklahoma. President Faith Parra called the 
meeting to order and welcomed the delegates.  Each delegate introduced themselves and the 
region they represented.  Susan Gray, Secretary, gave the morning devotion entitled “Our Call to 
Go” and offered the opening prayer.  There were 23 Regional delegates, 1 Executive staff, and 5 
officers present.  Co-chairs Carolyn Knight (Magnolia Region) and Frances Dickerson 
(Tennessee-Georgia Region) led the discussion of the 2018-19 Project Proposals, which had 
been mailed earlier to the delegates for review. After discussion and clarification, the delegates 
voted on the projects to be recommended to Convention. 

• 2019 Convention offering will fund the Single Mother’s Project in Colombia, South 
America. 

• Fall project will be the Stott-Wallace Missionary Fund 
• Spring project will be Still Waters Home Construction. 

 
Faith Parra and Patti Needham then presented the delegates the Nominating Report for officers 
for 2018-19. (Appendix “A”).  The 2018-2019 Bethel Scholarship recipient was announced, 
Skyla Marcott, from Flat Lick Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Covenant Region.  Faith 
suggested the delegates bring names of women who have died since Convention 2017 for the 
Memorial service on Thursday morning. She also gave an update on the conversations held in 
regions throughout the year regarding having Convention every other year. There is currently not 
much interest at this point in going to an every two-year format. Many women find great 
meaning and significance in gathering every year. President Parra also read a letter Women’s 
Ministry director Pam Phillips-Burk received from Covenant Region, suggesting the Luncheon 
be handled a different way (possibly catered by a local church) due to the cost of the luncheon 
for delegates.  The letter was discussed with valid points being made about the logistics involved 
– it would have to be planned two years out and the fact that the hotel contract involves meals. 
Appreciation was expressed to Covenant Region for their sensitivity and willingness to cut 
expenses. Judy Miller McGee, Murfreesboro Region, shared what her Region had done to 
increase attendance at meetings and retreats (20% increase during the past few years) – 
communication, building relationships, advance planning, fun theme and engaging activities. 
 
Following the business, the delegates enjoyed a delicious meal of soup, salad, baked potato, and 
dessert.  The officers used this time to become acquainted with the churches within their “Flock” 
and made plans to to visit a regional meeting or retreat. Announcements were made about the 5K 
Fun Run on Tuesday morning and the Choctaw Celebration on Monday afternoon, as well as the 
“Mixer” involving CPC and CPCA women Monday night. Tammy Marts prayed the closing 
prayer. 
 



Tuesday, June 19, 2018 
 

Chris Jacob of Choctaw Presbytery opened each session of Convention with a Native American 
chant and sticks. 
 
President Faith Parra called the 2018 Cumberland Presbyterian Women’s Ministry Convention to 
order.  She recognized the Choctaw attendees.  President Parra then welcomed all delegates and 
visitors to the meeting. Doris Samuels of Choctaw Region offered the song “Sweet, Sweet 
Spirit” then prayed the constituting prayer.  Sarah Reyes (Bedford, TX) and Carla Bellis (Aurora, 
MO) led in singing “Come, Now is the Time to Worship” in this session, as well as, “Every 
Move I Make” and “Awesome God”.  Each song directed us to the theme of Convention, “Send 
Me.” The year in review video was shown showcasing the Women’s Ministry “Connecting With 
Our Neighbors” (the 2017-18 theme) and introducing the new theme “Send Me.” President Parra 
then introduced the past officers and Regional Presidents. 
 
President Faith Parra gave an address “How Faith Got Her Name” to a captive audience.  She 
explained how the Cumberland Presbyterian connection with the Choctaw Indians began in 1818 
with Samuel King.  One of the Cumberland Presbyterians missionaries was Charles Faith.  This 
Kentucky minister came to McGee Chapel in Broken Bow, OK; where his work was so profound 
on the community, that Randy and Betty Jacob, name their daughter after him.  She said she was 
grateful for her name and the missionaries that came to Choctaw Presbytery.  She is grateful to 
the CP Women’s Ministry for giving her this opportunity to serve as President and she has 
complete joy in sharing the Choctaw culture with the 2018 Convention.  She then offered the 
closing prayer. 
 
Following a break, the Choctaw ladies sang, “He Loves Me” from the Choctaw hymnal. 
Door prizes were given. 
 
Business Meeting: 
Doris Samuels ( Choctaw Region) presented Credential Report #1 (Appendix “B”). This was 
total of 104 women in attendance, with 35 being first-time Convention attendees. 
 
Carolyn Knight and Frances Dickerson distributed the Regional Council report (Appendix “C”).  
This report included the recommendations for projects and the nomination report.  The 
nominating report was accepted and concurred in, electing the following officers:  Cathy 
Littlefield President, Judi Truitt President-Elect, Patti Needham Secretary, and Robin Hughes 
Secretary-Elect. Nominating Committee members to serve for a three-year term are Kay Lowry 
Caldwell, Past Convention Officer and Robyn Murray, Member-at-Large. The remaining item 
on the Regional Council report, projects and offerings, will be voted on during the Wednesday 
business meeting. 
 
Jamie Berkeley, 2016 President, installed the officers for 2018-19.  She charged the officers to 
represent CP women from all over the world to serve and thanked the officers for accepting the 
call to “Send Me.”  
 



Ms. Berkley introduced the new General Assembly moderator, the Reverend Doctor Jay 
Earheart-Brown.  He brought greetings from General Assembly and thanked the members of CP 
Women’s Ministry for their support of missions and the whole church. 
 
Newly installed President Cathy Littlefield stepped to podium to begin her term. She made a few 
announcements and asked the music leader to close out the morning session by leading the group 
in singing, “Send the Light”. Following the hymn, Convention was adjourned for lunch.   
 
There were two options for Tuesday afternoon. Option #1 was an off-site field trip to No 
Boundaries International (a non-profit organization in the area that served victims of human 
trafficking). This mission trip was open to both CPC and CPCA woman. A collection of new 
and/or gently used purses and handbags filled with personal hygiene items and cosmetics 
brought by attendees of both groups were loaded onto a charter bus filling it to capacity. This 
group was 55 members strong. No Boundaries will give out these gifts to victims of trafficking. 
 
Option #2 for Tuesday afternoon, was an overview of the 2018-2019 Bible study resource led by 
Shari Salyer from the Clarksville CP Church in Nashville Region.  

 
Wednesday, June 20, 2018 

 
Convention reconvened by Chris Jacob, brother of Faith Parra who chanted and played the 
sticks. President Littlefield welcomed all the attendees and recognized the 35 first-time attendees 
by having them stand.  Convention gladly welcomed them. 
 
Business Meeting 
Doris Samuels (Choctaw Region) presented the Credentials Report #2 (Appendix “D”) 104 
participants in attendance.   
 
President Littlefield called for a vote on the Regional Council Report recommendation #1, the 
2018 Convention offering and 2018-2019 projects.  A motion was made and seconded to concur 
in the Council Report. 
The Fall CPWM 2018 project will be Stott-Wallace Missionary Fund, and the Spring 2019 
project will be the Still Waters Home Construction.   
 
President Littlefield introduced Dr. Jennifer Livingston, interim President of the Children’s 
Home.   She brought greetings from the staff and residents.  She talked about the different type 
programs they offer to people in need of their help.  She thanked the women for “making a 
difference” in the Children’s Home. Dr. Livingston introduced Mary Dickerman.  As the 
procurer of funds at the Home, Ms. Dickerman thanked all the churches and women for 
providing funds with which CPCH meets the needs of the residents. 
 
Nadara Jones (Murfreesboro Region and board member of Coalition of Appalachian Ministry 
(CAM) shared with Convention about the various ministries of CAM and displayed a quilt from 
one of the crafters. She asked for quilting materials be sent to CAM so the young women of 
Appalachia can continue their work.  Fabric, thread, batting yard were mentioned as needed.   
 



Doris Samuels (Choctaw Region) led the women in singing “This is the Day”. 
Door prizes were awarded to the 3 Golden Patron members who were present.  
The morning session was brought to a close by singing led by Sarah Reyes and Carla Bellis. 
 
Following a short break, Rev. Kristi Lombard, pastor of Denton CP Church led the Bible study 
using the theme scripture, Isaiah 8:6.  Rev. Lombard told the stories of men who became 
missionaries to the Choctaw, beginning in 1854.  She told the stories in first person. These 
leaders answered the call “Whom Shall I Send?” She told the stories of David Lowry, Israel 
Folsom, John Lovelace, Claude Gilbert, Charles McCaskey, Randy Jacob, Betty Jacob and 
Faith Jacob Parra. Each one replied, “Send Me.”  She then challenged each of the women 
present to reply to the call by using the Spiritual gifts mentioned in Romans 12.  A spiritual gifts 
inventory was provided to each person and time was given for participant to respond to the 
inventory and explore each gift. The study session was closed with the singing of Here Am I, 
Lord, led by the music leaders. 
 
Wednesday Afternoon Session 
The afternoon session was opened by chanting and sticks by Chris Parra. 
Cathy Littlefield, President, reconvened Convention, and introduced guest speaker, Yvonne 
Frierson, President of CPCA National Missionary Society.  She brought greetings from the 
CPCA Missionary Society.  She shared her concerns about the opioid crisis, women taking the 
lead in the unification process, and how the Internet allows negative ideas into our lives. It was 
suggested that Convention stop and be in prayer for unification, which the body did. Lita 
Swindle (Soncoast Region) led the prayer. 
Former Presidents Jamie Berkeley and Faith Parra presented the President’s Pendant to the new 
president, Cathy Littlefield.  Following door prizes, the meeting had a small break. 
 
At 2:30 p.m., President Littlefield called the worship service to order.  The Rev. Lisa Scott, a CP 
minister from North Central Region, was introduced. The service was organized around the 
theme scripture (Appendix “E”). Susan Gray (Murfreesboro Region) led the group in the 
Fellowship of the Least Coin prayer and offering. The prayer included petitions for women 
around the world (Appendix “F”). The worship time was concluded with a hands-on response to 
the call using popsicles which were assembled into a cross mural.  The participants were asked to 
leave quietly following their response.  
 
 

Thursday, June 21, 2018 
 

A Choctaw choir opened the morning session by singing a Choctaw hymn.  President Littlefield 
welcomed everyone.  Carla and Sarah led Convention in singing several songs. Judy Miller-
McGee (Murfreesboro Region) led the Endowment Membership presentation (a copy of the 
presentation was given to the participants and is marked Appendix “G”). Several presentations 
were made.  Perpetual memberships were bestowed on Natalie Green of Murfreesboro Region 
by the regional officers, Jamie Kay Berkeley of Forked Deer Region by Faith Para, and Betty 
Jacob, the Director of Indian Ministries, of Choctaw Region by her daughter, Faith Parra.  
Former President Jamie Berkeley then displayed the memberships of her mother, grandmother 



and great grandmother highlighting the value and importance of the Membership Endowment. 
She encouraged everyone to participate in it.  
 
Current officers with past officers Jamie Berkeley and Susan Gray, along with Sherry Poteet, 
Convention Coordinator (2014-2015), presented a plaque and gift to Pam Phillips-Burk, 
Director of Women’s Ministry, in appreciation of her 16 years of service as director. She leaves 
to assume leadership of the Pastoral Development Ministry Team. The Choctaw women also 
made a presentation to Pam. 
 
Francia Ortiz shared with Convention of the exciting and growing work among Latinas.  Her 
program entitled “Send Me! Envi’ame! highlighted the various ministries being done by CP 
women around the world and within the United States. Ms. Ortiz shared with Convention that 
there are plans to have gatherings/retreats/meetings with Latinas in Guatemala, Memphis, 
Florida, Tennessee, Alabama, Cuba, Brazil and Spain within the next year.  
 
President Littlefield called for a short break to prepare for the closing worship service (Appendix 
“H”).  President Cathy Littlefield gave the “President’s Message” in which she told her story of 
having a severe illness prior to accepting the call to serve as Women’s Ministry president. She 
challenged participants to LISTEN for the call. “God will send you to that person”.  Rev. Lisa 
Oliver led the group in the Memorial Service where names of those who had died in the last year 
were called out.  The Convention offering was received while participants viewed a thank-you 
video created by “Building a Promising Future” leaders. President Littlefield offered the prayer 
of thanksgiving. 
 
The commissioning and sending service was led by Susan Gray who explained being anointed to 
go and serve.  After the closing prayer, officers anointed Convention participants as they quietly 
left the room. 
 
The meeting was adjourned until June 10-13, 2019 in Huntsville, Alabama. 
 
The Convention Luncheon (Appendix “I”) followed with Native American flute playing by 
Presley Byington and storytelling by Teri Billy. President Littlefield recognized 2018-2019 
Bethel University scholarship recipient Skyla Marcott (Covenant Presbytery).  Presentations 
were made to Pam Phillips-Burk by Milton Ortiz (Missions Ministry Team Leader) and Jinger 
Ellis (Missions Ministry Team) for her years of service to CP Women’s Ministry, the Missions 
Ministry team, and the Cumberland Presbyterian denomination.  Rev. Dr. Phillips-Burk was 
presented with a plaque and a Patron Membership. Final door prizes were given away before 
President Littlefield brought the luncheon and Convention to a close. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Patti Needham CP Women’s Ministry Secretary 
2018 
 

 
































