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Letter from the Ministry Council President
Back in 1990, the contemporary Christian song “Thank You” won the 

Dove Award as Song of the Year. The chorus of this song simply says, “Thank 
you for giving to the Lord. I am a life that was changed. Thank you for giving 
to the Lord. I am so glad you gave.” On behalf of the Ministry Council, I 
want to say thank you—thank you for giving to the Lord in and through the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church; we are so glad you gave. Our thankfulness 
is not merely for the money you gave to your local congregation and to Our 
United Outreach; our thankfulness extends beyond giving financially to the 
giving of yourselves. We are thankful for the time you spend preparing and 
delivering sermons, for the preparation and teaching of Bible studies, for 
working with our children and youth, for volunteering in the nursery, for 
caring for those who are sick or unable to leave their homes, for sharing the 
good news of the gospel, for serving at the presbyterial, synodic, and General 
Assembly levels, for representing Christ in the lives of those around you. 

The theme of the 188th General Assembly is “Here I am, send me.” With 
that in mind, our Ministry Teams want to thank you for sending us into 
the ministry areas of communications, discipleship, missions, and pastoral 
development. We could have accomplished nothing in this past year without 
you, and nothing upon which we endeavor in the future will come to fruition 
without you. Perhaps one day you will hear these awesome words: “Thank you 
for giving to the Lord. I am a life that was changed.”

Learning the unforced rhythms of grace,
Mike Wilkinson

Letter from the Director of Ministries
“I could more easily contain Niagara Falls in a tea cup than I can 

comprehend the wild, uncontainable love of God.”―The Ragamuffin Gospel: 
Good News for the Bedraggled, Beat-Up, and Burnt Out, by Brennan Manning

Tea is a sacred drink for some—shared during a time of holy hospitality 
as mission trip workers break from installing indoor plumbing for a family 
who had never known that “luxury.” Tea’s been an offering—hot, cold, iced 
or spiced in chipped china cups and red Solo cups as great struggles as well 
as visions for new ministry were shared in Ministry Council meetings, small 
groups and CPWM gatherings. While I enjoy my fourth cup of tea today, 
Brennan Manning’s words remind me that beyond any boundary we can build, 
beyond any constraint or excuse we construct, God invites us to be caught up 
in that wild, uncontainable love—love for God’s people, whether on mission 
trips or in crazy-making committee meetings, whether they/we are at our best 
or our worst. It is my prayer that you might set aside some time to read this 
Ministry Council report and that you might discover, or re-discover something 
within this report that prompts you again to say, “Here I am, send me.”

Have an idea for a new ministry? We invite you to visit Ministry Council/
Ministry Team staff at your Denominational Center. Let us know you’re 
coming, and we’ll put the kettle on.

Grace and Peace,
Edith Busbee Old
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Thank You For...

LAUREL: What Children’s Fest means to me is fun while learning 
about God. Children’s Fest is a tradition for my family. We’ve been 
every single year since it started. We go every year and would NOT 
want to miss it. I’m thankful for the leaders who make everything 
fun and spread the love around. At Children’s Fest, you learn a 
lot about God in fun activities. You also make lots of friends and 
have a really fun time. You get to eat lunch in the college cafeteria 
and do lots of crazy games. The day just makes you smile.

JACOB: To me, Children’s Fest means fun. It is a time to relax and hang out 
with friends, but also learn more about God. There are so many fun activities 
you do throughout the day, I can hardly remember them all. There are prayer 
sessions and outdoor activities just to name a few. You get to ride buses to 
a cool cafeteria and see the college! There is even a time where everyone 
gets together to sing praises to God. The only bad thing about Children’s 
Fest is when you have to leave! I wish they would hold it a lot more often!

CHILDREN’S FEST
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Thank You For... CHILDREN AND 
FAMILY MINISTRIES

Children who attend GA can participate 
in activities created just for them. 
Family Worship Space is an area in 
worship created to be comfortable and 
engaging for children and their families. 

Connect @ GA is sessions for K–6th 
graders that help them “connect” with 
one another and with GA programming. 

Children’s Fest is a fun-filled one 
day event for CP children who have 
completed K–6th grade. It will take 
place in two locations in 2018: Bethel 
University, McKenzie, TN, Saturday, 
July 14, and Silverdale CPC in 
Chattanooga, TN, Saturday, July 21.

DMT is excited to bring to the CPC 
The Meet Up, which is a brand new 
event specifically for completed 6th 
and 7th graders. We wanted to offer 
this group of students the opportunity 
to get together for a denominational 
one-day event. It will be on the campus 
of Bethel University on Saturday, July 
14. One of the great conveniences 
of this event is it will be going on at 
the same time as Children’s Fest. We 
hope you will save the date for your 
middle schoolers for this event.

Curriculum Partners are publishers 
who offer resources for Christian 
education programming compatible 
with CP beliefs. Our curriculum 
partners are Faith Alive Resources, 
Feasting on the Word, Growing in 
Grace and Gratitude, and Shine. 
Learn more by visiting cpcmc.org and 
following the links for Sunday school 
curriculum.

Writers: 
Laurel Rogers, 4th grade, and 

Jacob Rogers, 7th grade, attend 

the CPC of Germantown in 

West Tennessee Presbytery.

Photo:
Children from the 

2017 Children’s Fest 

participating in the  

closing worship
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General Assembly,
Thank you for providing opportunities for people to participate in 

outreach to our churches in other countries. I was fortunate to join other 
young adults in Conectados Mexico at the end of 2017. This trip impacted 
my life in more ways than I could have imagined.

I left for Mexico weary in heart and mind, ready for a change. I hadn’t 
been myself for a while, and could not feel God actively working in my life. 
But from the moment I arrived in Mexico, those feelings changed.  
The sense of community and love was so strong within the group, and the 
sense of community tripled when we were surrounded by our  
Mexican family.

On New Year’s Eve we shared how each person had been a blessing to 
us on the trip. People who had just met me earlier that week said they could 
see me shining. People said my smile was a blessing to them. I was told 
that I make others happy, when I thought I could only be a burden. 

So, thank you, General Assembly, for providing opportunities that allow 
people to be rejuvenated and through which we can feel the Christian 
community stronger than ever.

CONECTADOS
Thank You For...
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YOUTH AND 
YOUNG ADULT 
MINISTRIES

Writer: 
Emma Stewart is 

a member of First 

Presbyterian Church 

Alabaster, Alabama 

(Cumberland), which 

is in Robert Donnell 

Presbytery.

CPYC is an annual youth conference for CPC and 
CPCA young people held on the campus of Bethel 
University. In 2018, we will gather June 24-29. For 
more info on CPYC, check out cpcmc.org/cpyc. Save 
the dates for CPYC 2019—June 23-28.

Faith Out Loud is a youth curriculum written for CPs 
by CPs. Check out more than five years of youth 
curriculum and lessons at cpcmc.org/faithoutloud.

Stir is a new curriculum to help stir the faith 
imaginations of young people. This video-based 
curriculum will be available in late 2018/early 2019. 

Ukirk is the college ministry brand of the PCUSA 
and now a ministry partner of the CPC. If you have a 
young person on a college campus, share with them 
the ministry of Ukirk. To find a ministry on a campus 
near you visit, ukirk.pcusa.org/ukirk-ministries.

Youth Evangelism Conference will be held 
February 16-18, 2019, in Nashville, TN. YEC’s 
purpose is to encourage and equip youth to share the 
love of God through their words and actions. MMT 
and DMT are partnering with the West Tennessee 
Presbytery Youth Planning Team for the conference. 
For more information visit cpcmc.org/yec.

The Presbyterian Youth Triennium (PYT) is an 
ecumenical youth gathering of more than 5,000 
PCUSA, CPC, and CPCA young people and adults 
on the campus of Purdue University. The next PYT 
will be held July 16-20, 2019. Check out more details 
about PYT at presbyterianyouthtriennium.org.

Every spring the Young Adult Ministry Council hosts a 
Young Adult Retreat at Montgomery Bell State Park. 
Be on the lookout for more info about 2019 YA retreat 
at cpcmc.org/young-adults.

We invite all full-time, part-time, and/or volunteer 
youth workers to our second annual Youth Worker 
Retreat August 8-11 at Blue Horizon Lodge and 
Retreat Center in Panama City Beach, FL. For more 
information contact Nathan Wheeler at  
nwheeler@cumberland.org.

Thank You For...

Photo:
A group photo of young 

people participating in 

2017 Conectados Mexico  

in December
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ADULT 
MINISTRIES

I am a born and bred Cumberland Presbyterian and a child of Arkansas 
Presbytery. My faith foundation was nurtured in a local church and 
a presbyterial camp. I graduated from Bethel College and Memphis 
Theological Seminary and was ordained by Arkansas Presbytery. To say I 
am beholden to the ministries of the CPC doesn’t begin to cover it. 

As a member of Arkansas Presbytery, I feel a responsibility to give of my 
time and talents in serving the Church. A few years back, I was asked to lead 
worship at Arkansas Presbytery’s Third-Age Retreat. Over the years I have 
also taken on other responsibilities in leadership and planning. Then—too 
suddenly—I became a third-ager myself. 

The planning of and leadership for this event primarily depends on 
people from within the presbytery, but we have had help in the form of 
denominational leaders and MC members from Missions/Evangelism, 
Pastoral Development, and Discipleship. With guidance and assistance from 
the office of Adult Ministries, we have been able to offer exceptional, Spirit-
filled retreats at which adults can interact, spend time in worship and Bible 
study, and learn about the mission and ministries of the CPC. Thanks be to 
God.

Thank You For...
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ADULT 
MINISTRIES

Encounter is a quarterly Bible study 
written by CPs. The themes are 
developed ecumenically through the 
Committee on the Uniform Series. 
Choose a regular or large print student 
book. A leader’s guide is available. 
This resource can be used for Sunday 
school or as a small group resource.

eVotions are daily devotions posted 
on the MC’s website. These short 
reflections on scripture are written by a 
diverse group of CPs. Each one closes 
with a prayer, which is a way for the 
denomination to pray with one voice. 
Visit cpcmc.org/evotions.

One part of the DMT’s online ministries 
is an adult blog that focuses on the 
needs and interests of adults. Find it at 
cpcmc.org/adult-ministry.

Opening Doors to Discipleship is 
an ecumenical website designed to 
support the faith journey of people 
seeking to follow Jesus today as 
leaders and learners in Christian 
community. Courses A and D are 
available in Spanish and Korean. Visit 
odtd.net.

Small group study resources are in 
development. A variety of topics will be 
available starting in late 2018.

Stewards in Action blog focuses 
on multiple aspects of stewardship 
and references scriptures that speak 
to them. Questions for reflection and 
action ideas may be used individually 
or by a group. cpcmc.org/stewards-in-
action/. 

Writer: 
Rev. Nancy McSpadden is a 

member of Arkansas Presbytery. 

She is semi-retired and  

enjoys being pulpit supply.

Thank You For...

Photo:
Participant in the 2017 

Arkansas Presbytery Third 

Age Retreat at the 4-H 

Conference Center in Little 

Rock, Arkansas 
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I am thankful for the influence that the CPC has had in providing 
opportunity and direction in discerning God’s call on my life. I felt  
this call at a very early age. 

While attending Missionary Society meetings with my mother, I was 
introduced to the likes of Stott, Wallace, and Fajardo. Bethel was the only 
option I considered when choosing a college. There I met and married 
a CP minister, Stephen Louder, and the CPC continued to provide both 
opportunity and direction as I served in the ministries of music, Christian 
education, and missions. In all of these experiences I still felt that God was 
asking for more. 

At an age when most people are planning retirement, I answered the 
call to the ministry and met those requirements through the Program of 
Alternate Studies. Many people and experiences were instrumental in that 
decision, but two that stand out were my participation in the Be Still and 
Know Conference in 2008 and the Women’s Immersion Trip to Colombia, 
South America, in 2009.

I am thankful for the way God has used the CPC, especially Women’s 
Ministry, to speak to me and to provide a means for service.

WOMEN’S 
MINISTRIES
Thank You For...
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WOMEN’S 
MINISTRIES

Convention has been an 
annual event since 1880. From 
the beginning, there has been 
a strong focus on missions and 
service. Convention 2017 was 
no different than the past 137 
years with off-site work projects, 
guest speakers, and the 
collection of school supplies for 
Beth-El Farm Worker Ministry.

Young CP Women’s Retreat 
has taken place three times 
in West Tennessee. The 
ministry welcomes all young 
women post-high school 
to age 30. These retreats 
serve as a meaningful setting 
for participants to grow in 
their relationship with Jesus 
Christ and to build valuable 
relationships with other young 
women. 

Latina Retreats have exceeded 
all expectations, with the 2017 
retreat including more than 60 
women. The retreat is planned 
around the unique needs of 
this group of women, and is 
conducted in Spanish. This 
retreat is becoming a catalyst for 
new women’s ministry groups in 
Hispanic CPCs.

Writer:
Rev. Paula Shepard 

Louder is currently 

serving as Associate Pastor 

at the Clarksville CPC 

in Clarksville, Tennessee, 

where her husband, 

Stephen, is Senior Pastor. 

Paula serves in the areas 

of music and senior adult 

ministries.

Thank You For...

Photo:
Participants at the  

2017 Latina  

CPWM Retreat at the  

Ebenezer Church,  

Chicago, Illinois
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SUPPORTING 
CLERGY AND 

LEADER 
DEVELOPMENT

“Great gifts mean great responsibilities; greater gifts, greater 
responsibilities!” (Luke 12:48, MSG). Thank you for recognizing my 
gifts and my eagerness to share them in ways that might benefit the 
realization of God’s realm on earth. 

Thank you for the opportunities to work with the DMT and the PDMT. 
Thank you for the opportunities to design and lead workshops and other 
events, serve on staff of CPYC and Children’s Fest, and in many other 
ways. These have been not only instances of service, but occasions of 
spiritual and professional growth.

In addition to these opportunities, I thank you for your stewardship. 
I recognize the financial burden to lead the denomination through its 
programs and agencies, all on a budget that is rarely fully funded. Even 
more than that, I recognize the burden to lead and serve, to engage and 
empower, to teach and learn, and even to staff teams with volunteer 
elected members who are passionate about the denomination’s work and 
mission. Thank you for taking so seriously the responsibility to serve 
Christ in that way.

Thank You For...
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CLERGY AND LEADER 
DEVELOPMENT MINISTRIES

Since Rev. Louisa Woosley’s ordination in 1889, women 
have been serving the CPC in various roles. GA records 
indicate 146 ordained clergywomen.

Presbyterial Board of Missions Retreats connect 
members of the Missions Ministry Team with those who 
are serving on presbyterial boards. Attendees heard 
updates about missionaries and mission fields outside 
the US, and about dealing effectively with church conflict, 
small church realities, and the pastor search process.

Leadership Referral Service helps churches and 
ministers connect in order to explore the possibilities of a 
pastor/church relationship. While LRS is now online, there 
is still one-on-one support provided by staff. To access 
LRS online, visit cpcmc.org/pdmt/lrs/.

Discipleship Blueprints are free, custom-designed 
workshops. Congregations and presbyteries can request 
an event by agreeing to pay the trainer’s travel expenses/
lodging. Fill out a request form online at cpcmc.org/
discipleshipblueprints.

Ecumenical Stewardship Center (ESC) is a group of 20 
communions that enriches the stewardship ministry of the 
CPC. Events of ESC give participants a chance to network 
with other denominations, receive continuing education, 
and deepen their faith through generosity. 
www.stewardresources.org

There are 24 Sundays that have a special designation in 
the CPC. A worship liturgy for each of these Sundays 
is available for use by pastors and worship committees. 
cpcmc.org/liturgies-for-special-sundays.

Ministers Conference has always been a key part of the 
continuing education for pastors and church leaders. All 
MTs are working on a collaborative conference for 2019 
called the Symposium.

New and available from CP Resources are Fame and 
Faith, WorshipPoints: Liturgical Resource for Year B by 
Chris Warren, Women Praying and Prophesying in 
Corinth by Jill Marshall, 2017 Yearbook of the CPC, 2017 
Minutes of the General Assembly, and History of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Texas by Thomas H. 
Campbell.

Writer: 
Rev. Sandra Shepherd 

is Associate Pastor 

for Christian 

Discipleship at the 

Brenthaven CPC 

in Brentwood, 

Tennessee, and a 

member of Nashville 

Presbytery.

Thank You For...

Photo:
Rev. Anna Sweet 

Brockman giving the 

benediction at CPYC
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EVANGELISM 
AND NEW CHURCH 

DEVELOPMENTS

In November 2016, I relocated to Williamson County, TN, to serve as a 
mission planter for a NCD. It is one of the most challenging things I have 
ever attempted.

I am deeply thankful for the support of the presbytery and denomination 
as I strive to build this ministry. Those from this presbytery, as well as 
the MMT, continue to pray for me and this mission, offer me wisdom and 
pastoral care as I continue to pursue it, and above all, seem to believe in 
me when I hardly believe in myself. I’m encouraged to use my passions and 
unique gifts to nurture this ministry.

I remain humbled by the outpouring of love and steadfast sense of 
community that I feel from my CPC family. As a result, I find myself making 
my way into strangers’ lives with hopes of sharing the same sense of love 
and community. I have been fostering a community composed of believers 
and non-believers, agnostics and atheists, locals and immigrants—humans 
from wildly-varying walks of life. It seems the further I travel this road, the 
clearer the undying and relentless message: Grace abounds.

Thank You For...
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EVANGELISM AND NEW 
CHURCH DEVELOPMENT 
MINISTRIES

New Exploration Initiatives start groups that gather 
for study, worship, and fellowship. This approach 
relieves the presbytery of determining how and where 
a new church development can be started most 
successfully. 

In 2017, the MMT facilitated an evangelism 
training course in the Doctorate of Ministry Program 
at Memphis Theological Seminary. The MMT also 
provided evangelism training for congregations in 
Tennessee and Mississippi.

Developing new churches is an effective means of 
evangelism and church growth. The MMT was involved 
in the organization of two new churches in Tennessee.

The MMT hosted a Church Starters Retreat. This 
event was open to those who are currently in new 
church development projects, people who support 
those projects, and others who are interested in the 
call to start something new.

The MMT staff worked with Choctaw Presbytery in 
ministry discernment, goal planning, and 
implementation. Through Second Mile Giving, a van 
was purchased for the presbytery. The Loaves and 
Fishes campaign was designated to support feeding 
those in Southeast Oklahoma.

One way the CPC grows is by assimilating 
congregations from other denominations. We are 
currently assisting several presbyteries that are 
working to receive congregations and their leaders on 
a provisional basis. 

Consulting services are provided at the request 
of congregations or presbyterial agencies. These 
consultations include discernment of ministries, short- 
and long-term goal planning and implementation, and 
resolving church conflict.

The MMT works in partnership with presbyterial 
boards, agencies, commissions, and task 
forces for evangelism training, goal planning, new 
church developments, leadership referrals, and 
handling church conflict, among other areas of advice 
and consultation.

Writer: 
Rev. Ellen Hudson is a 

mission planter for the 

Williamson County, 

Tennessee NCD and a 

member of Columbia 

Presbytery.

Thank You For...

Photo:
A worship service 

at the 2017 Church 

Planters Retreat in 

November
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Cross-Culture 
Immigrant Ministries

When Cumberland Presbyterians talk about connectionalism, we take 
it seriously. Have you wondered how we ended up having Cumberland 
Presbyterian ministries in Mexico, Guatemala, Cuba, Haiti, South Korea, 
Cambodia, Laos, the Philippines, Australia, and Spain in the last nineteen 
years? The answer is simple, through our CP connectionalism. 

Some of the initial ministerial opportunities in these countries were 
initiated by Cumberland Presbyterians living in the US who were originally 
from some of those countries. For instance, all the vibrant effort to start 
immigrant churches in the USA through different presbyteries ended with 
positive unintended consequences. The majority of the cross-culture 
Cumberland Presbyterian ministers and church members in the USA still 
have relatives, friends, and contacts in their home countries (South Korea, 
Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Cuba, Dominican Republic, 
Puerto Rico, etc.). These existing connections allowed the denomination to 
establish new relationships and ministries in South Korea, Australia, Mexico, 
Guatemala, and recently Cuba through the Missions Ministry Team.

Thank You For...
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CROSS-CULTURE
IMMIGRANT MINISTRY

The MMT assists judicatories and individuals currently 
involved in bringing the good news of Jesus Christ to different 
immigrant communities in the US through new exploration 
initiatives and new church developments. For more information 
about new immigrant churches in the US, please contact 
Johan Daza at JDaza@cumberland.org.

Cross-Culture Liaisons 
Rev. Diann White, West Tennessee Presbytery, Coordinator 
of intercultural ministries

Rev. Wilfredo Mora, Grace Presbytery, Board of Missions 
member and liaison for Florida

Rev. Iwao Satoh, Cumberland Presbytery,  
Japanese consultant

Cross-Culture New Exploration Initiative Church Starters
Rev. Aida Diego—Miami, FL
Lic. Janina Barrios—Jacksonville, FL
Pastor Jose Tejada—Fort Lauderdale, FL
Pastor Yoel Rodriguez—Hialeah, FL
Pastor Luis Coro—Cordova, TN

2017-18 Cross-Culture New Church Developments
Rev. Soledad Martinez, Maranatha CP Fellowship,  
Fort Worth, TX, Red River Presbytery

Rev. Ramón García
Nación Santa Internacional CP Fellowship, Naples, FL,  
Grace Presbytery

Revs. Alfredo and Lyvia Rincón, Agape CP Fellowship,  
El Paso, TX, Presbytery Del Cristo

Pastor Lugwin Paul Puluc, Comunidad Cristiana Amor y Fe, 
Memphis, TN, West Tennessee Presbytery

Rev. Peter Jung, GJH Ministry, Duluth, GA,  
Tennessee-Georgia Presbytery

New organized churches in 2017
Cristo Salva CPC, Rev. Carlos Solito, Memphis, TN,  
West Tennessee Presbytery

Casa de Oración CPC, Pastor Antonio Mena,  
Cullman, AL,Grace Presbytery

Writer: 
Rev. Johan Daza 

is the leader  

of the NCD and  

Cross-Culture 

Ministries of the 

Ministry Council. 

He is a member of 

Emaus Presbytery.

Thank You For...

Photo:
The generations 

represented in 

the Cross-Culture 

ministries.
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Thank You For...

Thank you for underwriting the CMT’s annual live blog of the business 
sessions at GA. Begun in 2012, we have seen the number of CPs 
participating increase significantly. This important ministry was conceived 
and is produced especially for those who are unable to attend GA in person. 
Through this ministry, we are truly able to support and celebrate our 
connectional nature.

With your continued support, we hope soon to begin live audio and 
video feeds. This addition will make it possible to know about the business 
sessions and to experience the worship services and various thematic 
programs enjoyed by those who are on-site.

In being able to exploit the technologies readily available to us, we are 
instantly able to bridge distances that our founders would have found 
unthinkable. In doing so, we can make this important denominational 
gathering accessible to CPs who reside literally in any place in the world.

The CPC is, and always has been, a denomination that prides itself and 
depends on the kind of regular communication that most often occurs in 
families. Your gifts for and support of the CMT help us to take this legacy and 
weave it into the story of our future.

SUPPORTING 
COMMUNICATION 

MINISTRIES
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Thank You For... COMMUNICATION 
MINISTRIES

For 190 years, The Cumberland 
PresbyTerian magazine has answered 
a call to disseminate the news of the 
CPC and to provide opportunities for fair 
and open discussion of theological and 
denominational issues. Its mission is to 
inspire, equip, and engage readers in the 
work of Christian ministry.

The CMT has been producing short video 
clips of CPs telling their faith stories. 
Storytelling allows us to pass along those 
unique elements that make us who we are. 
The Faith Stories project is available to 
capture your stories at almost any venue. 
Contact cmt@cumberland.org for more 
information.

The MC maintains a presence on several 
social media platforms in an effort to 
allow CPs to keep up with its work. Look 
for us on Facebook (@thecpcmc) or 
Twitter (@ministrycouncil), or contact us 
for our handle on any of several other 
platforms.

The CMT is developing the capability 
to offer audio/visual services and/
or consulting for denominational, 
presbyterial, or congregational events. 
They have already captured and produced 
videos of two excellent Ministers 
Conference events, and expect soon to be 
equipped to generate live audio and video 
feeds of proceedings at GA.

As most of us know, digital publications 
have become the “norm” for consumers 
who once were limited to newsstands and 
bookstores for news and entertainment. 
Look for an increasing number of our 
publications to be offered digitally in 
the coming months—including The 
Cumberland Presbyterian, Missionary 
Messenger, and more.

Writer: 
Rev. Steven Shelton is pastor 

of Faith CPC in Bartlett, 

Tennessee, and a member of 

West Tennessee Presbytery.

Photo:
Communication staff 

running the sound 

board during a worship 

service at CPYC
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THANK YOU FOR...
OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE

Builders Fellowship assists new CP 
churches financially with their first building 
project. Participants respond to up to three 
calls for financial assistance a year, and 
commit to pray for the churches.

Clergy Crisis Fund provides emergency 
financial assistance to clergy in crisis, in need 
of financial help, or in need of some other form 
of care.

CMT audio and video equipment account 
will provide funds to secure the equipment 
needed to broadcast and/or document CP 
events.

Convention Offering is collected during the 
annual CP Women’s Ministry Convention and 
throughout the year. It funds special projects.

With a $50 contribution to the CPYC 
Endowment, one can honor a person as a 
CPYC Perpetual Conferee. A certificate is sent 
to the honoree.

C. Ray Dobbins Endowment sustains 
the non-profit work of the The Cumberland 
Presbyterian magazine.

Disaster Relief Fund and Offering provides 
an opportunity for the CPC to respond to 
critical needs following a natural disaster in the 
US.

During the DMT Online Auction (November 
1-15), people can bid on donated items using 
a designated Facebook page. The money 
collected goes to various DMT ministries. DMT 
also graciously accepts items to be auctioned.

Event Scholarships allow interested people 
to attend DMT events.

Kaleo is a year-long mentoring program to 
help young people in the CPC discern their 
call. If you would like to donate to a fund 

that will help young people participate in 
this program free of charge, contact Nathan 
Wheeler at nwheeler@cumberland.org.

Loaves and Fishes Offering is received in 
November for a hunger program (25% retained 
by local church, 25% inside US, and 50% 
outside US).

Memorial contributions or gifts to honor 
someone support various ministries of the 
MC: Patron Memberships, Teacher of the 
Year, Christian Educator of the Year, Perpetual 
Memberships. Each one comes with a 
certificate.

All congregations are invited to take the 
Pocket Change Challenge to help CP youth 
attend DMT summer conferences. Select a 
month to collect pocket change and then send 
your gifts.

Second Mile Projects are opportunities for 
congregations to continue to give once they’ve 
met their Our United Outreach tithe, which is 
going “the second mile.”

Stott-Wallace Offering is received at 
Pentecost or at any appropriate time and 
provides support for our missionaries. It is also 
an ongoing fund that receives contributions 
throughout the year for CPC missionary 
salaries.

World Emergency Fund and Offering 
provide an opportunity for the CPC to respond 
to critical needs following natural disasters 
around the globe.

Many CPC Youth Workers are part-time 
or volunteers. We are establishing a fund to 
help those who otherwise would be unable to 
attend the Youth Worker retreat this August, 
and in future years. If you would like to donate, 
contact Nathan Wheeler at nwheeler@
cumberland.org.
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THANK YOU FOR...
OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES

Beth-El Farm Worker Ministry, 
near Tampa, FL, encompasses 27 
acres of multi-faceted ministries. 
Ways to become involved include 
financial donations and work teams 
of youth and adults. Beth-El can 
accommodate work teams on site 
with housing and meals. For more 
information visit beth-el.org.

Adult volunteers are needed to help 
provide leadership for Children’s 
Activities @ GA. For more 
information, contact Jodi Rush at 
jhr@cumberland.org.

Adults interested in helping with 
children’s ministry are encouraged 
to get their church and presbytery 
children registered for Children’s 
Fest and the Meet Up. Adults 
may also volunteer at one of the 
Children’s Fests/Meet Up or serve 
on the planning team. For more 
information, contact Jodi Rush at 
jhr@cumberland.org.

Coalition of Appalachian 
Ministry (CAM) strives to make 
a positive impact wherever 
the Reformed tradition and 
Appalachian culture come together, 
networking church and community 
to provide educational and service 
opportunities. There are work trip 
opportunities with CAM and with 
partner organizations in the region. 
For more information, contact 
Pam Phillips-Burk at pam@
cumberland.org.

Assist in documenting and 
promoting CPYC as a learning 
event that all CP young people 
should experience—in audio, 
video, and photographic imagery.

National Farm Worker Ministry 
supports migrant farm workers 
as they organize for justice and 
empowerment. They give financial 
support, host a “Harvest of Justice” 
dinner, buy agricultural products 
that benefit farm workers, and 
celebrate National Farm Worker 
Awareness Week. Visit cpcmc.org/
liturgies-for-special-sundays and 
nfwm.org.

Project Vida serves one of 
the nation’s most impoverished 
neighborhoods (more than 1,500 
families), striving to change 
lives in a holistic way through 
health, education, and economic 
development. Get involved by 
providing financial support, 
prayer support, or participating in 
volunteer service opportunities. For 
information contact co-director Bill 
Schlesinger w.schlesinger@pvida.
net.

A volunteer photographer/
videographer is needed to 
supplement staff resources at GA 
and other denominational/ministry 
team events for the purpose of 
documenting and publishing the 
proceedings.

The Cumberland Presbyterian 
and Missionary Messenger 
magazines need writers and/
or photographers to contribute 
material about and for CP readers.

Women’s Ministry needs writers 
for the annual Bible studies and 
devotions. For more information, 
contact Pam Phillips-Burk at  
pam@cumberland.org.



22  |  Ministry Council  |  2018 Supplemental Report

Thank You For...

Australia:
We have 6 churches, 
6 pastors, and several 
candidates and licentiates. In 
2018 we are developing new 
mission points in Australia. 
The work in Australia is 
Korean. 

Brazil:
Jacob and Lindsey Sims
There is a CPC that is 
50 years old, which was 
established by Japan 
Presbytery. Outreach from 
Brazil is helping to start new 
CP churches in Salvador. 

Cambodia and Laos:
David and Sarah Lee
We have completed/built 
a new worship center in 
Cambodia and in 2018 
started another building 
in Cambodia for mission 
training. 

Colombia:
Patrick and Jessica 
Wilkerson/Beth Wallace 
(emeritus)
Jessica has started a ministry 
to single mothers and Patrick 

is working with the new 
presbytery, and the Caldas 
CPC. Beth is retired but 
continues to live in Cali. 
She works with presbytery 
committees, women’s 
ministry, and helps host 
visitors and work teams.

Cuba:
There are 4 pastors and 4 
house churches. 

Guatemala:
Fhanor and Socorro 
Pejendino

There are 2 churches and 
1 new mission. We also 
have a medical clinic and a 
children’s hot lunch program. 

Haiti:
There are 6 missions and 6 
pastors (licentiates), and 4 
schools. 

Mexico:
There are 3 churches and 1 
mission, and 2 pastors.

Philippines:
Daniel and Kay Jang
There is 1 church and 4 
missions.

South Korea:
There is 1 church and 3 
missions, 5 pastors and 2 
licentiates. 

Spain:
There is one mission in 
Madrid with two satellite 
missions in Bañeres, Spain, 
and Lyon, France. There are 
4 candidates. 

Partner Missionaries
Kenneth and Delight 
Hopson
The Hopsons are working 
with World Gospel Missions.

Kenneth runs a printing 
shop for World Gospel 
Mission in Uganda, Africa.

Tom and Tammy George
The Georges are working 
with Frontier Missions. 

Tom works with churches 
and leadership development 
in an undisclosed country. 

Global Missions
The CPC aspires to be a global 

international church. Our vision is to be 
a family of churches of many nationalities 
in fellowship, sharing in leadership and 
responsibility, a global church with many 
cultural gifts working together to honor 
our Lord. (Revelation 7:9.) We currently 

have either churches or a Cumberland 
Presbyterian presence in the following 
countries: Australia, Brazil, Cambodia, 
Colombia, Cuba, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Hong Kong, Japan, Laos, Mexico, 
Philippines, South Korea, Spain, US.

Missionaries and Mission Fields
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Cumberland Presbyterian Church
FACTS

OUO giving reported in 2016 was $2,376,974 vs. $2,652,898 ten years ago.

2016

63,477 Members

1925

According to the 2017 Yearbook of the General Assembly* (based on 2016 data)  
two churches (each with 600-1,200 active members) together have more active members 

(1,997) than 157 churches together with an average attendance of 9 (1,404).
15 churches in the CPC are served and led by a layperson (M6, the category of ministry). 

More Churches Than Ministers More Ministers Than Churches

* Yearbook of the General Assembly is a publication of the Office of the General Assembly.

Source: Association of Religion Data Archives (ARDA) 
http://www.thearda.com/denoms/d_927.asp

68,495 Members

2016



January 7   Human Trafficking Awareness Day
February 4   Denomination Day
February 11   Our United Outreach Sunday
February 18   Youth Sunday
March 2   World Day of Prayer (Church Women United)
March 25   National Farmworker Awareness
April 22   Earth Day
May 20    World Missions Day
June 10    CPC Ministries
June 24    Unification Sunday
July 8    Outdoor Ministries
August 5   Christian Education Season Sunday
September 9   Family Sunday
September 9   Senior Adult Sunday
September 16   Christian Service Recognition Sunday
September 23   Seminary Sunday
October 7   Worldwide Communion Sunday
October 7   Pastor Appreciation Sunday
October 21   Native American Sunday
November 2   World Community Day (Church Women United)
November 4   Stewardship Sunday
November 11   Day of Prayer for People with Aids and Other  
    Life-Threatening Illnesses
November 18   Bible Sunday

Brown, Elinor   ebrown@cumberland.org  205 
CMT Leader   cmt@cumberland.org  216
Daza, Johan   jdaza@cumberland.org  202 
Ellis, Jinger   jellis@cumberland.org   230 
Gore, Matthew   mgore@cumberland.org  252 
Malinoski, T.J.   tmalinoski@cumberland.org  232
Martin, Cindy   cmartin@cumberland.org  219 
Min, Julie   jmin@cumberland.org   224 
Old, Edith Busbee  eold@cumberland.org   228 
Ortiz, Milton   mortiz@cumberland.org  234 
PDMT Leader   pdmt@cumberland.org  235
Phillips-Burk, Pam  pam@cumberland.org   203 
Publications Manager/Editor editor@cumberland.org  270 
Rush, Jodi   jrush@cumberland.org   223 
Sheikholeslami, Sowgand  sowgand@cumberland.org  211 
Thomas, Lynn   lynndont@gmail.com   261 
Wheeler, Nathan  nwheeler@cumberland.org  218 

Special Observances in the CPC for 2018

Staff Names and Contact Information


