
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME  to the 2016-2017 CP Women’s Ministry Bible study resource. This 12-session 
study will help you delve into this year’s theme from a scriptural perspective. These studies are 
appropriate for a variety of settings and groups – monthly meetings, Wednesday night studies, Sunday 
school. While this resource was written by women for Women’s Ministry it is not exclusively a 
“women’s ministry” resource. This year’s resource is divided into three sections – Worship, Community, 
and Missions. Each section contains 4 sessions which build upon each other. We are excited to offer you 
this educational resource and hope that you will use it and share it with others in your congregation. 
 
Lisa Scott has been an ordained Cumberland Presbyterian minister since 1998, serving congregations in 
Arkansas. She is currently a member of North Central Presbytery. Lisa is a chaplain with the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, working primarily with hospice and palliative care patients. Rev. Scott 
wrote the “Worship” section of this year’s resource. 
 
Cassandra Thomas was ordained December 1998, with a call to military chaplaincy, in the Red River 
Presbytery, TX. She served in the United States Air Force (USAF), first as a line officer. After 
completing her Master of Divinity degree from Brite Divinity School, Fort Worth, TX and all the steps 
to be ordained as a CPC minister and endorsed by the Presbyterian Council for Chaplains and Military 
Personnel (PCCMP), she became a chaplain in the USAF. In 2008, she retired from active duty after 22 
years of honorable service in the rank of lieutenant colonel. In 2013, she was elected to serve on the 
CPC Commission for Chaplains and Military Personnel as one of three CPC representatives to the 
PCCMP, that endorses ministers in four Presbyterian denominations to federal and military chaplaincy. 
She is currently secretary for the PCCMP. In 2015, she was honored to serve as a minister delegate from 
Red River Presbytery, TX to the CPC General Assembly in Cali, Colombia, South America. Cassandra 
lives in Fayetteville, NC. Rev. Thomas wrote the “Community “ section of this year’s resource. 
 
Micaiah Tanck is serving as the pastor at Scottsboro CP Church in Scottsboro, AL. She graduated from 
Princeton Theological Seminary in New Jersey in May 2015 and was ordained. Micaiah married another 
Princeton graduate, Brian Tanck, who serves alongside her at Scottsboro as the pastor of Christian 
Education. They were both ordained to the ministry by Grace Presbytery. Micaiah grew up in Colombia, 
South America as a missionary-kid, and has always loved mission work. She has traveled with many 
youth mission teams to different parts of the world, and spent many summers working as a missions' 
intern in Guatemala. Rev. Tanck wrote the “Missions” section of this year’s resource. 
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Go! Worship 
Session 1 – Worship God 

Revelation 5:1-11 
 
Key Verse: They sing a new song: “You are worthy to take the 
scroll and to open its seals, for you were slaughtered and by your 
blood you ransomed for God saints from every tribe and language 
and people and nation,” Revelation 5:9 (New Revised Standard 
Version, NRSV). 

 
Introduction 
 
Worship is an expression of respect, of reverence and of awe. In the New Testament worship is 
directed to God and associated with the Greek word “proskyneo,” which means to bow down. 
When one worships he or she shows honor, pays deference, exalts, praises, pray to, lauds or 
extols. The antonyms are to blaspheme, loathe, despise.  
Worship can be reflected in song, meditation, study of the Scriptures, giving and receiving of 
offerings, preaching, celebration of the Lord’s Supper and many other components of a public 
gathering. Informal groups may form for devotions, prayer and fasting. But worship can take 
place with one person opening their heart to the Holy Spirit’s promptings, being available to God 
on a personal Sabbath. Worship is to come into agreement with the Psalmist who said, “Know 
that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture,” Psalm 100:3 (NRSV). 
 

• What are some other ways you have experienced worship? 
• How would you describe your most recent worship experience? 
• What expectation did you have in coming to that worship event? Was it realized? 

 
In The Revelation of Jesus Christ the Apostle John is given a unique opportunity to see worship 
in the throne room of God. He witnesses things that confuse and startle, but he also receives 
great insight into the wonderful story of Jesus, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world. He describes four incredible flying creatures that day and night sing, “Holy, holy, holy, 
the Lord God the Almighty, who was and is and is to come,” Revelation 4:8 (NRSV). He also 
records the song that the twenty-four elders sing, “You are worthy, our Lord and our God, to 
receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and 
were created,” Revelation 4:11 (NRSV). They never grow weary of exalting God. Our worship 
need never be dull or dated if we remember that worship is foremost about honoring God for 
what God has done for us. 
 
READ Revelation 5:1-4 
 
In the ancient world books weren’t bound in the same methods in use today. It was typical for 
writings to be recorded on roll of papyrus or parchment or animal skin. Documents of critical 
value or subject matter would have a seal of clay or wax to ensure that prying eyes did not read 
and/or tamper with the message. 
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• What are your impressions/feelings about the throne room of God? 
• Why does John weep bitterly when no one is found to open the scroll? (Time is at an 

impasse. God’s redemptive plan for all creation is awaiting someone to open the 
document.) 

• Over what do we weep bitterly?  What troubles our waking hours?  
 
READ Revelation 5:5-8 
 
But there is good news! The Lamb is identified as the Lion of the tribe of Judah (see Genesis 
49:9-10) and the Root of David (see Isaiah 11:1,10 and Romans 15:12). David is Jesse’s son 
(Ruth 4:22). The Lamb is described as having been slaughtered or slain. Lambs were used for 
sacrifice at the Passover and for the daily sacrifices. This Lamb is unique in that it has seven 
horns and seven eyes, and further explained as the seven spirits of God (Revelation 1:4 and 
Isaiah 11:2-3). The horns represent power and strength, while the eyes allude to God’s ability to 
see everything, everywhere, every time.   
 

• What happens in this scene? (Someone worthy has come to receive the scroll.) 
• What statement do the living creatures and the twenty-four elders make with their action? 

(They recognize the deity of the Lamb, which was slain but is now very much alive.) 
 
READ Revelation 5:9-14 
 

• What is the new song that is being sung? (They are singing of the redemptive work of 
Jesus. “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us,” Ephesians 1:7-8a (NRSV).) 

• Who is blessed by the Lamb’s sacrifice? (Saints from every tribe and language and 
people and nation. God loves people, all kinds.) 

• Who is singing these new songs? (An ever-increasing group from the four living 
creatures to all living beings throughout creation.) 

• Why are these songs important? (They affirm the great sacrifice of Jesus in restoring 
what was broken through sin. God wins and we can be glad we belong to God.) 

 
READ Colossians 1:13-14, Titus 2:11-14, and 1 Peter 1:18-21 
 

• How might one of the aforementioned passages from the New Testament influence your 
attitude about private worship? About worship in the faith community? 

 
PRAYER: Holy God, you give us forgiveness of sins through Jesus and welcome us into your 
family. We belong to you! How amazing is your kindness. May our zeal for you be seen in our 
prayers, our singing, our attentiveness to your Holy Spirit and our service to one another. We ask 
this in Jesus name. Amen. 
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GO! Worship 
Session 2 – Worship in Time of Need 

2 Chronicles 20:1-30 
 
Key Verse: When he had taken counsel with the people, he 
appointed those who were to sing to the Lord and praise him in 
holy splendor, as they went before the army, saying, “Give 
thanks to the Lord, for his steadfast love endures forever,” 2 
Chronicles 20:21 (New Revised Standard Version, NRSV). 

 
Introduction 
 
It was not my intent to interfere or to disrupt a quiet moment, so I stood some distance from the 
grieving man, his eyes red from tears. The door to his late father’s hospital room was closed, his 
mother and siblings no doubt in somber vigil at bedside. As he extended his hand I thought, “He 
must be going in to be with them.” But I wrong. Instead, he reached for a metal utility cart, 
slightly less than three feet high, positioned beside the door. He held onto the cart with both 
hands and then knelt with both knees coming to rest on the hallway tile. What had been a 
moment of quiet grief was transformed into a sacred gesture of worship. Amid the chiming of 
call buttons and hushed voices the man had made an altar from a common utility cart. He was 
there with head bowed in humility and sorrow until another staff member, wanting to offer 
comfort, touched his shoulders and said, “We’re here for you.” 
 
Worship can happen in any place, at any time. Sometimes the circumstances come with sadness, 
anticipation or sheer delight at answered prayer or unexpected blessing. Worship can take place 
in a chapel, a busy car stalled in traffic, or at home with a radio playing your favorite hymn. The 
time and venue are as diverse as each one of us in the course of our days. Above all, worship is 
about expressing confidence that someone is listening, someone is in control, caring, willing and 
more than able to help. Worship is faith that acknowledges the God-head, as a problem presents 
itself or is resolved. Foremost worship is marked by reverence and respect, as David would say, 
“Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; worship the Lord in holy splendor,” Psalm 29:2 
(NRSV).  
 
WITH A PARTNER, recall an occasion in which you paused to worship God. What emotions 
do you remember? Why does that memory stick with you even today? 
 
King Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years old when he became king of Judah, and he reigned 
twenty-five years (2 Chronicles 20:31). One of the critical challenges he faced is described in 2 
Chronicles 20:1-30. 
 
READ 2 Chronicles 20:1-4 aloud. 
 

• What emotion does Jehoshaphat experience when confronted with these invaders? 
• What does he do in response to his fear? (He seeks the Lord and calls for a fast.) 
• What do we do when we are afraid? Allow the group to discuss their responses.  

 
 



 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
2016-2017 GO! Worship in Time of Need Lisa Scott 

READ 2 Chronicles 20:5-12 
 
What is it that Jehoshaphat says in his prayer to God? (He exalts God for God’s power and 
sovereignty and then reminds God of the covenant that God established with Abraham.) 
Jehoshaphat is not too proud to say, “…we are powerless against this great multitude that is 
coming against us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you,” 2 Chronicles 20:12 
(NRSV). 
 

• What problem or concern is facing you, your family, your church family, or your 
community? 

• Is there hope that the problem will be resolved in a way that honors God and brings you 
peace? 

 
READ 2 Chronicles 20:13-17 
 
The Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel son of Zechariah and he spoke prophetically that the 
people should know that God is with them. The Holy Spirit of God offers each of us the 
assurance that God is with us (Read John 14:15-18).  
 
READ 2 Chronicles 20:18-23 
 

• What role did the people play in the victory over the invaders? (They entered into 
worship and God brought a divinely crafted victory.) 

• READ 2 Corinthians 10:3-5. What role do you play in advancing God’s kingdom? 
 
READ 2 Chronicles 20:24-30 
 
After the conflict the people assembled in the Valley of Beracah (blessing or praise) and blessed 
the Lord. They were rescued from their enemies and experienced unanticipated blessings.  
 

• What spirituals lesson do we take away from this passage? Worship can take many 
forms: prayer, fasting, humbling oneself, speaking God’s promises aloud, sounding 
instruments, lifting words/songs of praise, to name a few. The people of Judah were 
united in purpose and did, when the victory was seen, worship God with authentic praise 
and joy. 

 
PRAYER: Holy God, stir our imaginations to focus on your grace and power rather than 
ruminate on the problems that seem insurmountable. Gracious ruler of all creation, we know that 
you inhabit the praises of your people. We offer heartfelt thanksgiving for your presence. 
Blessed Savior, guide us in our personal lives and in our planning and work for your kingdom. 
We ask this is the name of your beloved Son who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
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GO! Worship 
Session 3 – Worship That Stirs the Heart 

Nehemiah 8:1-18 
 
Key Verse: And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra 
the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people 
said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your 
God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when 
they heard the words of the law. Nehemiah 8:9 (New 
Revised Standard Version, NRSV). 

 
Introduction 
 
One of the stops on my recent trip to New England and Niagara Falls included Boston’s Old 
North Church, made famous by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s The Midnight Ride of Paul 
Revere. You may recall that in April 1775 the American Revolutionaries were anticipating an 
assault by the British military. The appropriate number of lanterns would be hung in the belfry, 
“one if by land and two if by sea….” The stately church looked every bit its age, built in 1723, 
befitting its listing on the US National Register of Historic Places. There was even a plaque on 
the wall commemorating Charles Wesley’s preaching at the Old North Church in 1736. The 
church, which holds Sunday worship services, is distinctive with its pew boxes and elevated 
pulpit. I was amazed that nearly 500,000 people visit the site each year. As a fellow traveler 
snapped a photograph of me at the podium, I couldn’t help but look out at the tourists, many like 
me who were in a sacred space for a lesson on history and maybe to get a sense of the holy. 
Leaving the church that Sunday afternoon, watching scores of people going in and out of the 
sanctuary I wondered, “What would it take for this church to be known more for the presence of 
God today than for its role in American history?” Perhaps that is the question for so many of our 
churches today: “What will it take for my church, the church in my community to be known for 
the presence of God today?” 
 
The story of Nehemiah invites us to consider that a place rich in history can also be the place of 
great revival and renewal. Nehemiah had been the cupbearer to the Persian King Artaxerxes 
before securing permission to rebuild the wall at Jerusalem. The people of Jerusalem had done 
the arduous work of rebuilding the city‘s wall in just fifty-two days. They had done so out of 
love of God and as a means of preserving their identity as God‘s covenant people. But there was 
something lacking. They needed to have God in their lives in a way that was meaningful for 
them. The people wanted to hear from God. 
 
READ Nehemiah 8:1-3 
 

• What do we notice about this assembly? (It isn’t in the temple but in a public setting 
where women and children are able to participate.) 

• What are the people willing to do in order to hear the word of God? (They are attentive 
and respectful.) 
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READ Nehemiah 8:4-8 
 
Ezra is a leader. Ezra 7:10 records, “For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the Lord, and 
to do it, and to teach he statutes and ordinances in Israel,” (NRSV). However, he wasn’t able to 
do the work alone. God gave him more than two dozen other men of learning and understanding 
to help in his work that day. We may rush through their names, which seem so foreign, but each 
name represents someone of value to God, someone who was working to help God’s people. For 
example, Pedaiah means “Yahweh is wonderful”; Mishael, “Who is what God is?” and 
Azariah, “Yahweh has helped.” Each person who stood beside Ezra took it upon themselves to 
know the word and its power. Paul in his letter to Timothy would say, “Do your best to present 
yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly 
explaining the word of God,” (2 Timothy 2:15, NRSV). 
 

• What steps do you take to be a good student, someone who can explain your faith to 
others?    

 
READ Nehemiah 8:9-12 
 

• Why did the hearing of the law produce tears and mourning? (Awareness of sin.)  
READ Hebrews 4:12-13. 

• What consolation did they receive? (God’s mercy and grace.) READ Romans 5:1-11. 
• What consolation do we receive from God’s word? (God’s desire to be with us through 

our relationship with Jesus, the Son of God.) 
 
READ Nehemiah 8:13-18 
 

• How would you describe the actions of the people? (In hearing the law, they wanted to be 
obedient and as God’s timing is perfect they were entering into the season of the Feast of 
Tabernacles (Leviticus 23:3-43). They celebrated the feast with great passion and joy.)  

• What spiritual lessons do we take from this lesson? (There is a role for individuals to 
study and to assist others in learning the truths of Scripture. When the word of God is 
presented it will bring about a response and in those who feel the Spirit’s convincing and 
convicting power people will repent of sin and seek to honor God.) 

• What else might you add? 
 
PRAYER: Most Holy God, we thank you for your written word and Jesus the Living Word. 
Excite our spirits as we hear your word. Bring revelation of truth, open our eyes to our 
sinfulness, and let us bathe in the cleansing blood of Christ. We are confident that your presence 
is what we need for revival in our lives and for your work. Tabernacle with us, gracious Savior. 
Amen. 
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Go! Worship 
Session 4 – Worship as a Lifestyle 

Genesis 24:1-27 
 
Key Verse: And he said, “O Lord, God of my master 
Abraham, please grant me success today and show steadfast 
love to my master Abraham,” Genesis 24:12 (New Revised 
Standard Version, NRSV). 
 

Introduction 
 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” is a hymn written by John E. Bode. It includes these words: 
 

O Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end; be Thou forever near me, my 
Master and my Friend. I shall not fear the battle, if Thou are by my side, nor wander 
from the pathway if Thou wilt be my guide. 

 
The old song is very much an acknowledgement that we may resolve to do well for ourselves 
and for others, but we must rely upon God to accomplish anything of merit. Jesus said, “I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 
apart from me you can do nothing” John 15:5 (NRSV).  In abiding in Jesus we set ourselves 
up to see God at work and to rejoice in answers to prayer. 
 
READ Genesis 24:1-10 
 
Abraham’s wife has recently died and providing an acceptable wife for his son Isaac has 
become a priority to the patriarch.  He instructs his servant to return to Abraham’s homeland 
to find the right woman. The servant isn’t named, though he might well be Eliezer of 
Damascus (Genesis 15:2). 
 

• What is the nature of the relationship between Abraham and the servant? (Loyalty, 
trust) 

• Why did Abraham require an oath? (The sworn oath made him accountable to God.) 
• What does Jesus teach on the nature of oaths? Read Matthew 5:33-37. 

 
READ Genesis 24:11-15 
 

• What does the servant do upon reaching Nahor? (He goes to where he might interact 
with the target population. He offered a prayer to God regarding his mission.) 

• What qualities is the servant lifting up before God regarding Isaac’s future bride? 
(That she be a woman of compassion and industry.) 

 
God answers the prayer even before the servant completed the request. From another verse of 
Scripture we know that God is aware of our thoughts: “Even before a word is on my tongue, 
O Lord, you know it completely.” Psalm 139:4 (NRSV). Furthermore, God has a plan in 
motion for our issues and concerns: “Before they call I will answer, while they are yet 
speaking I will hear,” Isaiah 65:24. We should not be surprised at God’s speedy action. What 
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did Jesus say? “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you,” John 15:7 (NRSV). The servant was praying, interceding for 
another so that God’s plans would come to pass. 
 

• What prayer has God recently answered for you?  
• What prayer remains unanswered for you? 
• What prayer has God recently answered for your church’s women’s ministry? 
• What prayer remains unanswered for your church’s women’s ministry? 

 
The Apostle John shared these encouraging words, “And this is the boldness we have in him, 
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in 
whatever we ask, we know that we have obtained the requests made of him.” 1 John 5:14-15 
(NRSV). 
 

• What is the challenge of this promise? 
• What must we be willing to do to when prayers are unanswered?  

 
READ Genesis 24:16-27 
 

• What happens in this scene? (Abraham’s servant knows that he has been led to the 
right place and to the right woman.) 

• What is the man’s response? (“He bowed his head and worshipped the Lord,” verse 
26.) 

• Note that the man did not worship the angel sent before him (verses 7 and 40). He 
worshipped the Lord. 

• Why would he worship God before he had even spoken with the young woman about 
the marriage proposal? (He knew that God is the covenant God.) 

 
READ Genesis 24:28-61 
 

• Why was it necessary for the servant to retell the story of his journey? (It would give 
glory God and validate his mission - verse 50). 

  
WHAT SPIRITUAL LESSONS can we learn from this session? (The story of Abraham’s 
unnamed servant is an example of a lifestyle of trust and gratitude to God. He is a servant 
who has taken seriously the work he has been called to do. Words of thanksgiving come to 
his lips because his specific prayers have been answered. God is real to the servant who 
obeys.) 
 
PRAYER: Good Shepherd, you led us into paths of righteousness for your name’s sake. Let 
us be your trustworthy servants. Give us daily instructions that we can follow and reassuring 
hope that you journey with us. And may we often find reason to be joyful and honor you with 
worship that is from the heart. We ask this in Jesus‘ name. Amen. 
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GO! CHRIST’S COMMUNITY 
Session 1 – Out of Complacency 

into Christ’s Saving Adventures (Part 1) 
Hebrews 13: 10-16 (NRSV) 

 
Key Verses: Therefore Jesus also suffered outside the city gate in 

order to sanctify the people by his own blood. Let us then go to 
him outside the camp and bear the abuse he endured. For here 
we have no lasting city, but we are looking for the city that is to 
come. Hebrews 13:12-14 (New Revised Standard Version, 
NRSV). 

 
INTRODUCTION 
Session 1 focuses on Jesus’ role as head of his community based upon His sacrifice and selfless love in 
fulfilling God the Father’s steadfast and everlasting love for the world. Before we move to Session 2 to 
discuss our role in Christ’s community, let’s turn to God’s holy word once again to glean insights into the 
head of our lives, our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ. [The NRSV of the Bible is referenced in the study 
other translations are encouraged to be used.] 
 
INTERPRETATION OF HEBREWS 13:10-16: (Have Scripture passage read aloud) 
The author of the letter to the Hebrews is writing primarily to Jewish Jesus-followers, who are struggling 
with their Jewish roots, culture, traditions, and heritage in the face of changes and inclusion of non-Jews 
into their newly evolving community founded on faith and belief in Jesus of Nazareth as the Christ 
(Messiah) for the world. The entire letter reflects the connection between the Old Testament heroes, 
heroines, their stories, and how they fit into God’s redeeming plan for Jesus to enter the world as the 
ultimate atonement for the sins of the world. Jesus is both sacrifice and High Priest redeeming and 
sanctifying humankind by his blood. The Old Testament image of the blood sacrifice taken outside the 
camp is recalled in the New Testament memory of Jesus taken outside the city Jerusalem to be hung on a 
cross, beaten, broken, bleeding, and bearing the sins of the world. The author of Hebrews thus summons, 
exhorts, even rallies the believers to join in Christ’s example of loving sacrifice, reminding them that 
earthly living is temporary, yet real. Just as the eternal “city,” which God has promised to come, is real. 
Jesus-followers are to prepare for their eternal “home” with sacrifice of praise, confession of faith in 
Christ, doing good deeds, and sharing with others to please God.  
 
Exploring Other Texts: Divide the group into 4 smaller groups/pairs and assign one scripture text and 
questions to each group/pair. When everyone has had a chance to read and respond bring the whole 
group back together. As each group/pair to read their scripture passage and share their insights. 

• John 3:16-21 – Who is Jesus? Why was Jesus born? What should be our response to Jesus? 
• Hebrews 12:2-3 – Who is Jesus to believers? What did he endure? How did he respond? Why should 

believers consider the way Jesus endured? What was the result of his endurance? 
• Matthew 23:37-38, Jesus as Mother Hen – One of the feminine images of Jesus in Scripture is 

being a mother hen. What are the circumstances and the emotions generated in this text? Why are the 
emotions so strong? [Take a moment to read and reflect on Ann Weem’s poem “Jesus Weeping Over 
Jerusalem.”] 

• Matthew 27: 32, 39-44, The Crucifixion of Jesus – Describe the various emotions Jesus 
experienced as He suffered on the way to Golgotha and the cross. Emotions can be heavy burdens to 
bear. Reflect on all the emotions revealed in these Scripture passages. How would you feel if you 
were in Jesus’ sandals? What would you do if faced with the emotional negativity of others toward 
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you, even as you strive to live good, kind and helpful lives? What have you learned from Jesus that 
helps you through those times? 

Jesus Weeping Over Jerusalem 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing Thoughts 
The Session hopefully will generate some deep feelings of gratefulness, humility, and forgiveness of sin 
and complacency in our faith walks because of who Jesus is in our lives and in the world. Hopefully we 
will feel encouraged and empowered to withstand the negativity that may come our way as we live our 
lives totally sold out to Jesus the Christ, our Lord and Savior. Each Session’s closing prayer is the 
benediction found in Hebrews 13:20-21. Please read the NRSV translation aloud together. Then invite 
participants to either read aloud one by one OR aloud as a whole group the modified benediction provided 
below. You may want to write the modified benediction on newsprint or print copies for the group. May it 
be your affirmation of faith and commitment to live out these words to the glory of God. 

BENEDICTION 
Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our [my] Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of 
the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you [me/us] complete in everything good so that 
you [I/we] may do his [God’s] will, working among us that which is pleasing in his [God’s] sight, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for ever and ever. Amen. (NRSV) – Hebrews 13:20-21 

Thomas Coke, in his “Commentary on the Holy Bible Hebrews 13:13,” prepares us for Session 2 by 
reminding us by whom our community is founded, shaped, and to whom we should be conformed. 

“Hebrews 13:13. Let us go forth therefore— This practical conclusion is drawn from the 
words immediately preceding the apostle's argument, and may be thus expressed: "Since, as I 
said, Jesus suffered without the gate of Jerusalem as a propitiatory sacrifice to atone for the 
sins of all mankind, and to consecrate them as a peculiar people unto God, let us go forth out 
of Jerusalem to him, and not think ourselves any longer obliged to observe the ceremonies and 
worship of the Jewish temple of Jerusalem; but let us adhere to Christ alone, and patiently 
bear the reproach of trusting in a crucified Savior, as he bore the reproach of crucifixion."  

Coke, Thomas. "Commentary on Hebrews 13:13". Thomas Coke Commentary on the Holy Bible. 
"http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/tcc/view.cgi?bk=heb&ch=13". 1801-1803. Copyright 
Statement: These files are public domain. Text courtesy of BibleSupport.com. Used by Permission. 

There is but one face 
whose holy eyes 
won’t turn away, 
but focus on us 

and weep… 
 

Jesus, you! 
like a mother hen 

yearning to gather us to you, 
but we would not … 

for we have killed the prophets 
and stoned the messengers. 

 

Now abandoned and empty, 
the stones of the temple 

waiting to fall 
around our ankles, 

we still do not come 
to you, and, even now, 

you weep. 
__________________ 

Ann Weems, Kneeling in Jerusalem 
(Nashville: Westminster John Knox 
Press, 1993), 70. 
Reprinted with permission from 
publisher. 
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GO! CHRIST’S COMMUNITY 
Session 2 – Out of Complacency 

into Christ’s Saving Adventures (Part 2) 
Hebrews 13: 10-16 (NRSV) 

 
Key Verses: Therefore Jesus also suffered outside the city gate 
in order to sanctify the people by his own blood. Let us then go 
to him outside the camp and bear the abuse he endured. For 
here we have no lasting city, but we are looking for the city that 
is to come. Hebrews 13:12-14 (New Revised Standard Version, 
NRSV). 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
Session 2 is the follow-up to Session 1 using the same key verses but reflecting on a different aspect of 
the verses. Session 1 focused on Jesus as the Head of the Christ-community because of who he is, what he 
did for the whole world, and why he did it. Session 2 will focus on the Christ-community’s summons to 
follow Jesus’ example even though it may be challenging and daunting. There’s no time for complacency, 
there’s a Christ-Adventure waiting for us; so let’s go to him! 
 
INTERPRETATION OF HEBREWS 13:12-14: (Have Scripture passage read aloud) 
The author of the letter to the Hebrews reminds the Christ-followers that Jesus suffered outside the 
community to sanctify (make holy, set apart from the status quo society) the people. Next the author 
summons, exhorts, maybe even challenges the Christ-followers to follow Jesus and even be willing to 
bear the abuse (reproach) that Jesus endured. The author of Hebrews understands this challenge will not 
be easy, but makes the summons anyway to move the Christ-followers from complacency, indecision, and 
indifference to adventure, conviction and courage to please God. 
 
NOTE ON THE DEFINITION OF CHRIST-COMMUNITY: 
The word “community” is not found in the Old or New Testaments. It is late 14th century, from Old 
French comunité "community, commonness, everybody" (Modern French communauté), from Latin 
(1325-75) communitatem (nominative communitas) "community, society, fellowship, friendly 
intercourse; courtesy, condescension, affability," from communis "common, public, general, shared by all 
or many," (http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=community and 
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/community). A few New Testament words, translated into 
English, having the same meaning as “community” include: “assembly,” “gathering,” and “fellowship.” 
Merriam-Webster.com’s simple definitions for “community” include: a) a group of people who live in the 
same area (such as a city, town, or neighborhood); b) a group of people who have the same interests, 
religion, race, etc.; or c) a group of nations (http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/community). 
 
For the four sessions of this study series focused upon community, when discussing Christ-community, 
the meaning reflects a group of people, who as Christ-followers, have the same interest, belief, faith and 
confession of Jesus of Nazareth, their Christ (Messiah), Lord and Savior. 
 
Reflection Questions: 

• Reflecting upon Hebrews 13:13, in what ways do Christian congregations reflect Christ-
communities? 

• In what ways might some Christian congregations not resemble Hebrews 13:13 Christ-
communities? 

• What are some character traits and behavior that may need to be developed individually and 
communally to reflect Christ in the lives of Christ-communities? 
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• What encouragement might be needed to help the discouraged, complacent, abused or weary 
Christ-follower? 

 
Read John Gill’s “Exposition of the Bible-Hebrews 13:13.” Meditate upon his words and then share your 
feelings, opinions, and/or insights. 

 
“bearing his reproach; - or reproach for his sake: the reproach, which saints meet with, for the 
sake of Christ, and a profession of him, is called "his", because of the union there is between 
them, and the sympathy and fellow feeling he has with them in it; he reckons what is said and 
done to them as said and done to himself; and besides, there is a likeness between the reproach 
which Christ personally bore, and that which is cast upon his followers; and this is to be bore by 
them willingly, cheerfully, courageously, and patiently.” 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/gills-exposition-of-the-bible/hebrews-13-13.html 
 
 
Exploring Other Texts: Divide the group into 6 smaller groups/pairs and assign one scripture text and 
questions to each group/pair. You might need to assign two texts to a group/pair. When everyone has had 
a chance to read and respond bring the whole group back together. Ask each group/pair to read their 
scripture passage and share their insights. 

• Matthew 16:24 – What must a Christ-follower do? Is there a different cross for each follower? How 
does a follower know what his/her cross is to carry? 

• Luke 6:22 – What concerns come to mind with this scripture? What comfort is found in this passage, 
if any or how? 

• Acts 5:41 – Why would Christ-followers rejoice in the implied situation? 
• 1 Corinthians 4:10-13 – How are Christ-followers described? In the 21st Century, no one wants to 

be considered foolish, weak, etc. We want to be safe, secure, protected, in charge. What is this 
passage teach today’s Christ-follower? 

• 2 Corinthians 12:10 – Look up the definition/meaning of “content.” What does it mean? Given the 
circumstances the Apostle Paul describes in this passage, what can we learn about the power of 
being content in all circumstances? 

• 1 Peter 4:4, 14-16 – Given the described situations, when are Christ-followers blessed? When might 
they not be blessed? 

Closing Thoughts 
The Session hopefully has caused each participant to wrestle with what it means to be a Christ-follower in 
keeping with Hebrews 13:13 and the summons to follow Christ even if negative things happen in our life. 
We follow Christ, even if abused, because of the saving adventures that are waiting for us to accomplish 
as we carry our crosses in Jesus’ name! Amen! 
 
Each Session’s closing prayer is the Benediction found in Hebrews 13:20-21. Please read first the NRSV 
translation aloud, then read aloud one by one or together in community, the modified prayer of Hebrews 
13:20-21. May it be your affirmation of faith and commitment to live out these words to the glory of God. 

BENEDICTION 
Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our [my] Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of 
the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you [me/us] complete in everything good so that 
you [I/we] may do his [God’s] will, working among us that which is pleasing in his [God’s] sight, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for ever and ever. Amen. (NRSV) – Hebrews 13:20-21 
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GO! CHRIST’S COMMUNITY 
Session 3 – Out of Our Comfort Zone into  

Christ’s Confident Courage 
Hebrews 13: 10-16 (NRSV) 

 
Key Verses: Through [Jesus], then, let us continually offer 
a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 
confess [Jesus’] name. 
Hebrews 13:15 (New Revised Standard Version, NRSV). 

 
INTRODUCTION 
Session 3 focuses on moving out of our comfort zones in our local congregations and 
encouraging Christ-followers to offer sacrifices of praise by confessing Jesus’ name as their Lord 
and Savior with confident conviction and courage. 
 
INTERPRETATION OF HEBREWS 13:15: (Have Scripture passage read aloud) 
The author of Hebrews again summons, exhorts, and encourages the Christ-community with an 
appeal to continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God. Christ-followers are to be confident, 
courageous and full of conviction that Jesus is the Christ, their Lord and Savior. 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS 

• Why would praise to God be a sacrifice? 
• Why the need for continual God-praise? 
• Why does continual explicit, oral praise matter? 
• When and where should this verbal praise occur? 

 
Exploring Other Texts: Divide the group into 4 smaller groups/pairs and assign one scripture 
text and questions to each group/pair. When everyone has had a chance to read and respond 
bring the whole group back together. Ask each group/pair to read their scripture passage and 
share their insights. 

• John 20:1-18 – Mary shared the good news of the risen Jesus. How do you imagine she 
shared it? How do you think she felt after the disciples failed to believe her? How can we 
encourage one another with our praise and the fruits of our lips? 

• Romans 16:1-2 – Who was Phoebe? What did she do? (Note: a benefactor was a person of 
wealth and substance that supported others). Why did the Apostle Paul feel a need to write 
what he did? Given the times in which she lived, how did Phoebe show courage? 

• Romans 16:3-4 – Who were Prisca (Priscilla) and Aquila? What did they do? As a married 
couple, what can they teach us about sacrifice, courage, and fruits of life? (See also Acts 
18:1-4) 

• Luke 8:1-3 – Name the women who followed Jesus? What do we know about them? What 
kind of confidence, conviction and courage did it take for these women to follow Christ? 
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CLOSING THOUGHTS: 
The Session hopefully has shown that women were Christ-followers from early on in Jesus’ 
ministry, beyond his crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. They moved beyond their comfort 
zones with conviction, confidence, and continually offered sacrifices of praise. If there is time 
remaining for further discussion invite the participants to think about their own comfort zone. 

• Are you in a rut of complacency? If so, what steps might you take to go with the Christ-
community to where Jesus is rendering saving adventures? 

• How might you move beyond your comfortable boundaries to proclaim Jesus? 
 
Each Session’s closing prayer is the Benediction found in Hebrews 13:20-21. Please read first 
the NRSV translation aloud, then read aloud one by one or together in community, the modified 
prayer of Hebrews 13:20-21. May it be your affirmation of faith and commitment to live out 
these words to the glory of God. 

BENEDICTION 
Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our [my] Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of 
the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you [me/us] complete in everything good so that 
you [I/we] may do his [God’s] will, working among us that which is pleasing in his [God’s] sight, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for ever and ever. Amen. (NRSV) – Hebrews 13:20-21 
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GO! CHRIST’S COMMUNITY 
Session 4 – Out of Our Same Community 

 Into Christ’s Diverse, Yet Connected, Communities 
Hebrews 13: 10-16 (NRSV) 

 
Key Verses: Do not neglect to do good and to share what 
you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
Hebrews 13:16 (New Revised Standard Version, NRSV). 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Session 4 encourages Christ-communities to embrace diverse, yet connected, communities of believers. 
When unity is achieved in the midst of uniqueness and diversity, by Christ-followers from every walk of 
life and from every place on earth, it is a true reflection of God’s kingdom on earth that is in heaven. We 
collectively are exhorted to do acts of kindness and share together in Jesus’ name, because such sacrifices 
are indeed pleasing to Almighty God, our heavenly Father. 
 
INTERPRETATION OF HEBREWS 13:16: (Have Scripture passage read aloud) 
Christ-followers are exhorted to not abandon doing good things in Jesus’ name. Christ-communities are 
reminded to share what they have (and not be stingy or grumpy about giving—be cheerful givers! Read 2 
Corinthians 9:6-8). To make sacrifices from the heart and for the right reasons are pleasing and acceptable 
to God. Not as works that “earn” us a place in heaven, but rather as James 2:26b reminds us, “Faith 
without works is dead.” We are called to eternal life through Christ now and always; as a result, our 
actions should reflect Christ fully in our lives and deeds. 
 
Exploring Other Texts: Divide the group into pairs and assign one scripture text and questions to each 
pair. When everyone has had a chance to read and respond bring the whole group back together. Ask 
each/pair to read their scripture passage and share their insights. 

• Hebrews 10:24-25 – What are ways to provoke each other to love and good deeds? How do we 
encourage one another? Why should we? With lives having over-filled schedules, why is it important 
to meet together within Christ’s community regularly? Does this only mean on Sundays on church 
grounds? When else might we “meet?” 

• 1 Peter 3:8-18, 4:7-10, 16-19 – How does this passage correlate to the Hebrews 13:10-16 passage 
studied in these four lessons? Reflect on doing good, even in the midst of adversity or suffering. 
Highlight some positive aspects of sacrificial service as Christ-followers from 1 Peter passages. 

REFLECTION 
I had the honor and privilege to attend the 2015 CPC General Assembly in Cali, Colombia as a minister 
delegate. Cumberland Presbyterians from around the world came together to worship, serve, encourage, 
fellowship and conduct business under the banner of Christ, who calls us to go into the entire world in the 
name of the Triune God. I will forever be grateful for the international worship and service of 
Cumberland Presbyterians, from Japan and Hong Kong, to the multi-ethnic and cultural USA and the 
Choctaw Nation, to Central and South America. Christ is Lord!  To share just one story of how we do 
good and share what we have, please read a Facebook posting on December 28, 2015, by Michele Gentry, 
our Cumberland Presbyterian Church 185th General Assembly Moderator: 
 
“Had a telephone conversation with pastor Henry Angulo today. You may remember that Henry and his 
brother Bernabé are PAS-Colombia students who live in Limones and pastor up and down the river 
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between around Guapi. They´re the ones who need a boat. Three weeks ago they really needed the boat 
when Henry got very seriously ill in the middle of the night. Since Limones doesn´t have a hospital the 
family and the CP community scraped up the equivalent of 100 dollars to hire a boat to take him down 
river to the hospital in Guapi. Perhaps 100 dollars doesn´t sound like much but it is a lot of money here 
where an ordinary worker earns about 300 dollars a month. (I doubt the pastors earn anywhere near that 
much.) After a week in the hospital in Guapi there were fears of a cardiac complication so Henry was 
flown to Cali and then to Armenia where my (cardiologist) husband volunteered to run all sorts of 
specialized tests. Henry stayed with us most of the week until the results came in and it became clear that, 
thank God, there were no cardiac complications. Then it was back to Cali to stay with colleagues there 
while the other two health conditions were seen to. Today Henry informed me that one problem is now on 
the point of being resolved and the other is pretty well under control, although he will be taking 
medication for the rest of his life. But, he will be able to return to pastoring his congregations along the 
river. Looking over the past three weeks I see how this situation required the combined efforts of 
Cumberland Presbyterians in Limones, Guapi, Cali and Armenia. And, because we are a connectional 
denomination, these efforts came together; Cumberland Presbyterians responded as a family when 
needed. It makes me proud to be a Cumberland Presbyterian.” [Use with permission by Michele Gentry] 

• When have you seen combined efforts of your church family? Your presbytery? The Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church? 

 
CLOSING THOUGHTS: 
The Session hopefully has reminded us that God knows the sacrifices Christ-followers and Christ-
communities make by doing good and sharing what they have. It’s all too easy to keep what we possess, 
believing we’ve earned it by ourselves, and thus become materialistic and consumeristic. It is a sacrifice 
for human beings to serve selflessly like Christ did and does. But as long as Christ is head of our lives and 
we seek to be Christ-followers in word and deed, God will be pleased. Hallelujah! Thanks and glory be to 
God! Amen! 
 
Each Session’s closing prayer is the Benediction found in Hebrews 13:20-21. Please read first the NRSV 
translation aloud, then read aloud one by one or together in community, the modified prayer of Hebrews 
13:20-21. May this be your affirmation of faith and commitment to live out these words to the glory of 
God. 

BENEDICTION 
Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our [my] Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of 
the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you [me/us] complete in everything good so that 
you [I/we] may do his [God’s] will, working among us that which is pleasing in his [God’s] sight, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for ever and ever. Amen. (NRSV) – Hebrews 13:20-21 
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Go! Missions 
Session 1 – The Sacrifice of Being Sent 

Hebrews 13:13 (The Message)	  
 
 
Key Verse:  “So let’s go outside, where Jesus is, where the 
action is.”  Hebrews 13:13 (The Message) 

 
Introduction 
 
This passage from Hebrews 13 begs us to ask the question, where is Jesus acting? And how can 
we be a part of the action? This is particularly an interesting question in the context of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, a denomination that is intent on figuring out ways to minister 
in a global church. Where is Jesus, and where is the action in the CP Church?   Quiet simply, the 
answer to that is: ALL OVER THE WORLD. Which brings us to our final emphasis: Missions.  
 
ASK -  What is missions? How would you define it? (Gather answers from the group)  
Some verses on missions that you can reference: Matthew. 28:19-20; Acts 1:8; Mark 16:15; 
Psalm 96:3  
 
A working definition:  
 
Missions can simply mean being “sent out into the world to proclaim our faith.” This definition 
hinges on the action of being sent. Dr. Guder, a theologian and former professor at Princeton 
Seminary coined the term, “Missional.” At the heart of his theology is the idea that we, as a 
Christian community, are gathered together, built up in the faith, and SENT OUT. A missional 
church is a church that recognizes its identity as a church that is sent out. Missional is a term that 
can be adopted and implemented by anyone. All Christians should be sent out.  
 
But this definition becomes more complicated within a global denomination, because we have 
missionaries whose job it is to cross a cultural barrier to proclaim Jesus’ saving life, death, and 
resurrection. While the church is missional, we are not all missionaries (not in vocation, 
anyway). Let’s be clear about this: we are ALL sent out to proclaim the Gospel. But, 
missionaries are those who cross a cultural barrier (different customs, language, and traditions) 
to share the Gospel.  
 
This study will be two-fold: we will spend some time talking about our “sentness.” We will talk 
about that as a part of our identity as Christians. And, we will also talk about the missionaries we 
have in the CP Church, and remember to pray for them and to promote their ministries.  
 
Our “Sent-ness” 
 
ASK –  What does it mean to be sent out? What kind of practices do we need in place before we 
are sent out? Are we sent out alone, or together?  
(Gather answers from the group)  
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We are sent out to a world in which we don’t belong. We are foreigners in it, as we belong to 
God’s Kingdom first. With that in mind, we must remember that being sent out into this world 
will be hard. We are sent out into this world because people need to know God.  
 
LOOK AT THE following passages that speak about our “sentness” and how we must be 
different from the world.  
 
READ John 15:18-20; 26-27 
 

Discussion Questions: 

• What world to we belong to? Rather, whose world do we belong to? 
• How are we supposed to be sent out to proclaim the Gospel in a world that “hates” us? 
• What is meant by the word “hate?” 
• How does the Spirit help us be sent out into the world?  

 
READ Matthew 19: 29-30 

 Discussion Questions: 
• What does this passage mean in regards to our task of being sent out into the world? 
• How do we leave our families for God’s sake?  
• What sacrifices have you, personally, made in order to proclaim the Gospel in the world?  

 
Being sent out into this world requires great sacrifice. After all, we serve a God who sent His 
only Son to Earth to die for us and to redeem us of our sins. We are sent by the same God who 
sent his only Son.  
 
What sends us out to proclaim the Gospel is the truth that we must love the way God wants the 
world to be loved. 
 
Conclusion  

There is a difference between Missions and Missional. We are all to be missional, or sent out, to 
our surrounding communities, both near and far. And as a CP Church, we have missionaries, or 
people whose vocation it is to cross cultural barriers and proclaim the Gospel. In this lesson, we 
looked particularly at the cost of being sent out. It isn’t easy. It requires sacrifice. But the 
sacrifice is worth it because being sent out to proclaim the Gospel means that we are working to 
love the world the way God sees it.  

 
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, You sent your Son to give us a glimpse of Your Heavenly 
Kingdom. And you send us out in the same way to proclaim your Gospel and serve your people. 
Send us out with your Holy Spirit and teach us to love the world as you see it. In Jesus name, 
Amen. 

Closing Prayer Exercise* 

See the instruction sheet for Lectio Divina, a form of prayer. If you have time, you might 
want to try this form of prayer. If time is limited, simply close the session in prayer. Invite 
prayer requests. 
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Lectio Divina is a form of prayer that teaches us to pay close attention to God’s Word. It is a prayer 
exercise that depends on “a close reading of the text.”  

How it works: The participants are invited to find a comfortable place to sit and listen. They may keep a 
journal or make notes. They may also simply sit with nothing and eyes closed. The leader will read the 
same text out loud three times, slowly and carefully. After the first reading, they will prompt the class 
with several questions, leaving lots of room for silence so that the class can think about the text. The 
leader will read the text 2 more times for the class, each time prompting with different questions, and 
leaving a time a silence for quiet reflection.  

First Reading 

READ Luke 18:18-30 slowly and carefully. Wait a couple of minutes before speaking again. 
Leader: As you meditate on this passage, think about the word or phrase that sticks out to you. Think 
about why it sticks out to you.  
After a moment of silence: If you feel comfortable, please share just your word or phrase out loud.  

 

Second Reading 

READ Luke 18:18-30 slowly and carefully. Wait a couple of minutes before speaking again. 
Leader: Put yourself in the story of this text. Who are you in the story? What do you see? What do you 
hear?  

 

Third Reading 

READ Luke 18:18-30 slowly and carefully.  Wait a couple of minutes before speaking again. 
Leader: As you heard it this third time, think about what the sacrifice of being sent out to this world looks 
like? What sacrifice is God asking you to make in order to GO! and serve. 

 

Fourth Reading 

READ Luke 18:18-30 slowly and carefully. Wait a couple of minutes before speaking again. 
Leader: In this final reading, imagine you are having a conversation with Jesus. What is he telling you to 
do? What is he telling your church to do?  

 

*(This prayer exercise can be shortened or expanded depending on how much time you have left. 
If you don’t have much time, feel free to only read it once or twice. If you have plenty of time 
left, make sure to leave a lot of space for silence during the exercise. The more time and silence 
you can devote to it, the more you will get out of the text. Additionally, this prayer exercise can 
be used with any Biblical text as a prayer-tool.)  

Once you have finished Lectio Divina, feel free to ask the class if there is anything they’d like to share in 
response to the close reading of the text and the theme of the sacrifice it takes to be sent out.  
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Go! – Missions 
Session 2 – Evangelizing 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 
Introduction 
 
One of the primary missions of the church is to evangelize, 
meaning to share our faith in both word and deed. There is a 
lot out there on evangelism, but we’re going to engage it 
from a slightly different direction. At its roots, our call to 
evangelize is part of a call to God’s ministry of 
reconciliation where we work to reconcile the world to God. In this lesson we will talk about what 
God’s mission in the world is, and how we are a part of it. 
 
READ 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 
 Discussion Questions: 

• How does Paul describe the “mission” of God in this passage? 
• Who/what is included in the word, “world,” used in verse 18? (pro-tip: it is the word 

“cosmos”) 
• What is God’s plan to accomplish this mission? 

 
Evangelizing 
 
The word “evangelizing” comes from the word, “evangélion,” in Greek. It is the same word we 
translate as “gospel,” or “good news.” To evangelize, then, is most basically to share God’s good 
news with the world. 
ASK – What is this good news?  (Gather answers from the group.) 
 
According to Paul in this letter, an important part of this good news is that God is reconciling the 
world to himself. That was the purpose and task of Jesus in the world. Evangelism is rooted in 
sharing the good news of what God is doing. 
Evangelism is two-fold: 
 

1) We proclaim that God’s mission is to reconcile the world to himself.  Re-read the passage 
from 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 that elaborates on this point. 
 
This is God’s plan. Humanity sinned and broke its relationships with God, and creation itself 
has been “groaning in labor pains” while it waits for the revelation of God. God does not 
just have good news for humanity. God has good news for all of creation. This good news is 
that God is calling all of creation back to himself. We evangelize by proclaiming the good 
news of God’s reconciliation. 

 
2) We also are sent out to reconcile the world to God. We don’t just proclaim God’s 

reconciliation. We take part in it. We work to make it possible. This is also part of God’s 
ministry of reconciliation.  

 
Evangelism is two-fold: God reconciles the world to himself AND God sends us out to reconcile the 
world to God.  
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Discussion Questions: 
• What is our task in God’s mission to reconcile the world to himself? 
• In verse 20, Paul uses the image of an “ambassador” to explain our role in God’s 

mission. What would you want to see in an ambassador from the United States to 
another country? 

• Working off of this, what does God want to see in his ambassadors to the world? 
 
God has good news for all of creation. The good news is that God is making everything right. The 
world is broken by sin and because of that, the world is far away from God. The good news is that 
God is reconciling the world back to himself.  
 
Reconciliation—What It Is, What It Isn’t: 
 
When we are sent out to evangelize, we are working to bring creation back to God with our words 
and deeds. We do this because God is reconciling all things to himself. The simple implication of 
this is that, as we are drawn closer to God, we are also drawn closer to one another. In his letter to 
the Ephesians, Paul says, “Now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near 
by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace: in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has 
broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.” (2:13-14) God has created a new 
unity, by the blood of Christ, in the midst of this world’s disunity. 
 
This unity in Christ is surprisingly easy to neglect. Are you more closely aligned to fellow believers 
in China or non-believers at home? Do you feel more comfortable with non-believers in the same 
political party as you, or with believers who vote and believe differently? In short, what is your 
deepest loyalty? 
 
Reconciliation to God does not expect that we will all vote the same. It does not mean we will all 
look the same. What it means is that, as fellow believers in Christ, we have been brought near to 
God, so we have been brought near to each other. This is Christ’s family reunion. He wrote the 
guest list. We don’t take names off of it. 
 

Discussion Questions: 
• Have you ever had an experience worshipping God with someone very different than 

you? How did it feel? 
• Why are there people who believe in Jesus that we might struggle to worship with?  

 
This unity in Christ does not mean, however, that reconciliation is toleration. Read the following 
verses: 

• Colossians 3:5-7 
• 1 Corinthians 5:12 

 
A fundamental truth of the Christian faith is that the world is dead in sin, and is saved through Jesus 
Christ. There are ways we live that cause death. There are things we do that work against God’s 
mission of reconciling the world. Our job as the church is to judge ourselves. It is not our concern to 
judge the world—God will do that. We work to put to death whatever in our own lives gets in the 
way of being ambassadors of God’s good news. Toleration suggests that you can do whatever you 
want, and I’ll do whatever I want.  
 
ASK - Why is this a problem? 
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While we do not seek to disrespect others who believe differently than we do or seek to disrespect 
those with different faiths and religious backgrounds, we do want to hold on to the fact that we 
believe that salvation comes through Jesus Christ. In the end, toleration allows you to continue 
doing whatever you want, while I do whatever I want. Reconciliation, on the other hand, suggests 
that we ALL do what God wants.  
 

Discussion Questions: 
• How might toleration get in the way of reconciliation? 
• Are there other times where toleration would be important to proclaiming the gospel? 

 
God’s mission of reconciliation is the ministry to which we have been called. We received it from 
others before us, and we have become ambassadors to the world. Our job is to share the good news 
with others. 
 
Conclusion:  
 
What is evangelism? Proclaiming the Good News.  
 
What is the Good News? God is reconciling the world to Himself.  
 
How is God reconciling the world to Himself? 

1) Through Jesus Christ and 2) Through us as His ambassadors.  
 
PRAYER:  Lord God, we remember your children whom we may not like. We remember that they 
are still your children, saved by Jesus Christ. Send your Spirit upon us that we may be your 
ambassadors to the world, especially in how we love those we struggle to like. Reconcile us to 
Yourself. In Christ’s name, Amen. 
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Go! Missions 
Session 3 – Heaven on Earth 

Matthew 25:34-46 
 

Introduction 
In the early 20th Century, a new emphasis began to emerge in 
Christianity. It was responding to extreme poverty, rampant disease, 
exploitation of workers, and orphaned children born of the industrial 
revolution. The poor were drinking water downstream from where 
factories spewed chemicals. 12-hour shifts were common. Wages 
were minuscule, and there were far more workers than jobs, so 
unemployment was high on top of everything else. 
 
As the church looked out its doors onto this disastrous situation, it heard Christ’s call to care for the least and 
poor in its midst. This spawned the Social Gospel. This movement has taken on a life of its own, spreading 
into a host of social justice movements, and many emphases in the modern church. 
 
The Social Gospel was a movement that sought to address the needs of the poor and exploited in the midst of 
the Industrial Revolution.  
ASK - How have you heard the “Social Gospel” used? How would you define it?  
 
The Social Gospel is an emphasis that the church should be making people’s real-world living situations 
better. This would include feeding the hungry, clothing the poor, housing the homeless, and teaching the 
uneducated.  
 Discussion Questions: 

• What are some current emphases of the social gospel in YOUR church? Be specific.  
• Are there topics you think the church should be talking about more? 

 
READ Matthew 25:34-46 

Discussion Questions: 
• According to this text, how are we supposed to care for the hungry, thirsty, naked and 

imprisoned?  
• Does it seem like Jesus is too harsh when he describes how he will treat those not caring for the 

thirsty, naked, and imprisoned? 
• Are there ways to care for the thirsty, naked, and imprisoned that make the situation worse? For 

example, should you give money to a homeless person if you are not sure about how they will 
spend that money (ie: alcohol and drugs)?  

 
Preach the Gospel At All Times…: 
There is a quote often attributed to St. Francis of Assisi. It goes, “Preach the gospel at all times, and when 
necessary use words.” This phrase is often mobilized to describe the social gospel. The most important thing 
we are to do is to feed, clothe, teach, etc. Passages like this one in Matthew could certainly be read to suggest 
the importance of this. 
 
The assumed implication is that words are usually not necessary. ASK: What do you think? 
Gather responses.  
 
ASK: Should missions (both local and abroad) focus on evangelism (proclaiming the word of God) OR 
should it focus on the Social Gospel (meeting the needs of the poor and hungry)?  
Gather responses.  
  
Both. To prioritize one over the other is to miss the point. The Good News is that God “so loved the world.” 
Because God loves his children, he does not want them to starve or be without shelter. Additionally, God’s 
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love extends to our souls, and because of that, we are tasked to evangelize. If we have the world, but we 
don’t know God, then we won’t inherit eternal life. If we know God, but refuse to serve our neighbors in 
need, then I would argue we don’t really know God and the extent of His love.  
 
The complexity that arises for the church’s mission is not a question of whether or not the church should be 
pursuing justice. We should. The social gospel is important. The issue is when the people of God assume 
they know what justice is without learning from God, first.  
 
The issue is when Social gets disconnected from Gospel. Social justice is considered good in itself, without 
God teaching us what justice looks like. Social justice is a humanitarian effort. The social gospel, however, is 
not. It is seeking to do God’s will on earth as it is done in heaven. God’s justice may not look like what we 
want, it may not feel fair, but it is an expression of creating God’s kingdom on earth. Proclaiming the word 
of God AND serving those in need is how we create God’s kingdom on earth.  
 
“Creating Heaven on Earth” Activity 
Take a sheet of paper and on one side draw:  Things on earth right now that will not be in heaven. (ie: 
violence, weeping, death, disease, sin, selfishness, famine, warfare, homelessness, hunger, etc.) Once you 
have drawn several things that will not be in heaven, take some time and write a short prayer over each 
drawing, inviting God’s mercy into this world, now. 
  
 Example: A drawing of homelessness.  
  Creator of all life,  

We long for the day when we will all worship you together in your house. We 
remember that many currently live without any home, and we ask that your mercy be 
upon them, and that your Spirit be in us to make us the hands and feet to serve our 
brothers and sisters who have no home. In Christ’s name, Amen.    

 
‘Going’ Forward 
Talking about creating heaven on earth won’t actually create heaven on earth. Actions must be taken. Our 
study’s theme is to “GO!”  
 
With that in mind, choose one thing from your list or someone else’s and find a way to get involved in your 
community (you may already be involved in this area).  

For example, I want to help tutor children who are disadvantaged and struggling in school.   
 

After you have chosen one area you want to get involved in, write out two or three concrete action steps that 
you can take to move forward.  Don’t aim for the stars. Be realistic. If you are already involved, that’s great. 
What does the next step look like for you?   

For example, I will call _______________ school and find out what they have in place for tutoring 
disadvantaged students. I will offer to volunteer 3/per month. OR, if you are already involved in a 
tutoring program, your next step might be to invite a friend to volunteer with you!  

 
Conclusion  
To preach the Gospel at all times is to both proclaim the good news that God is reconciling the world to 
Himself. AND, it is to serve those around us who are hungry, naked, and imprisoned. When we serve like 
Mathew 25 asks us to, we begin to see the kingdom of heaven come to earth. Part of our mission as 
Christians and part of being sent out (missional) is to care for the least in our midst. Christ came to serve the 
least, the last, and the lost, and Christ has sent us out with this mission, too.  
 
PRAYER:  Holy God, We pray that your kingdom come, and that your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Send us out to serve the least, the last, and the lost, as we all work together to create your vision of 
heaven, here and now. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen.  
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Go! Missions 
Session 4 – Letter to the World 

2 Corinthians 3:1-6 
 
Introduction 
 
In the first lesson, we discussed how we are sent into the world by 
God. We are ‘missioned,’ or sent out, and being sent out requires 
sacrifice. In the second lesson, we looked at our task of evangelizing, 
or sharing the good news, the good news that God is reconciling the 
whole world to himself. Part of our mission is to reconcile the world to God. Finally, we looked at 
the tenants of the social gospel and noted that to be missioned is to seriously consider our call to 
take care of the hungry, naked, and imprisoned. In doing so, we join God in creating heaven on 
earth.  
 
Finally, we return to our distinction between ‘missional’ and ‘missionary.’ Again, missional 
simply means that we (ALL OF US) are sent out into God’s world to share who God is to other 
people. A missionary, however, is someone who works vocationally across cultural barriers to 
proclaim God’s good news.  
 
I am sent. You are sent. We are sent:  
 
There are many images for the church, but one image that is not often used is that we are Christ’s 
letter to the world.  
 
READ 2 Corinthians 3: 1-6 
 
ASK - What does this passage say about how we witness in the world? (Gather answers.) 

This passage makes clear the fact that PEOPLE are Christ’s letter. In that is the implication that 
buildings and programs are not. This is important because Paul is asserting the value of ministering 
for the transformation of people. Painting walls and building the perfect church program may have 
some value, but our main focus is on ministering to people because people will be the witnesses to 
this world. We are focusing on the “Spirit of the Living God being written on HUMAN hearts.”  

This passage talks about how “I” am sent because it recognizes that you have something to say on 
behalf of Christ. Perhaps it is to your family or co-workers, but you have a message that you are 
supposed to carry from Christ, written on your heart by the Spirit of God. This passage talks about 
how “we” are sent because it recognizes that “I” will be sent to others to testify to what God has 
done, and then others will be sent out in response. In the end, the goal is to inspire other witnesses 
to go out and testify to who God is, too.  

“Letter to the World” Activity 
 
Grab a sheet of paper. Choose someone specific, perhaps a child or parent, perhaps a group of 
people like those who are mourning. Choose a group or a person, and on your sheet of paper begin 
with: 
 Dear _____________ (fill it in with your group or person)  
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Then, write God’s good news to them. What does God want to say to them? What does God want us 
to do for them? Write it all out, and then sign it. **Depending on time, you might consider having 
the group share some of the letters they wrote.  
 
God has good news to share with this world, through you. As Christ’s letters to the world, we are 
tasked with sharing what the Spirit writes on our hearts.  
 
This understanding recognizes that different people are sent to different places. The church sends 
representatives on its behalf to proclaim Christ’s good news to the world. Someone who crosses 
cultural barriers to be this letter, is called a missionary.  
 
Cumberland Presbyterian Missionaries 
 
In the CP denomination, we define a missionary as someone who crosses large cultural and 
linguistic barriers to proclaim the gospel. While we recognize that the entire church is sent out to 
witness to God, we also recognize that this task is a distinct one with unique challenges and unique 
gifts required.  
 
We, as a denomination, send missionaries around the world to represent the Good News of Jesus 
Christ on behalf of the CP Church.  
ASK - What CP missionaries do you know? Can you list them on a piece of paper? Have you talked 
to a missionary? Are you praying for a CP missionary? (Gather answers.) 
 
Our theology of international missions - Missionaries in the CP Church are sent to further the 
interests of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church around the world. This is not a selfish thing to do. 
This is their task because we believe that the CP church is part of the kingdom of God. As they 
spread the CP church abroad, they are working to spread God’s kingdom. 
 
This does not mean our missionaries are competing with other denominations. They are working to 
spread the CP church’s letter to the world in conjunction with others, reaching people that other 
denominations may not be able too. 
 
Our missionaries are trained to listen and watch for what the Holy Spirit is already doing in a given 
place. They join in with their gifts and skills to plant churches, start medical clinics, work in 
schools, preach and teach.  
 
Current CP Missionaries 

1) Boyce and Beth Wallace: Missionaries to Colombia working in discipleship and leadership 
development 

2) Carlos and Luz Dary Rivera: Missionaries to Mexico. Carlos works as a church planter and 
Luz Dary works in women’s ministry.  

3) Fhanor and Socorro Pejendino: Missionaries to Guatemala working as church planters.  
4) Anay Ortega: Missionary to Guatemala working as an administrator and evangelist.  
5) John and Joy Park: Missionaries to Iloilo, Philippines working in leadership development 

and church planting.  
6) Daniel and Kay Jang: Missionaries to Iloilo, Philippines working as church planters.  
7) David and Sarah Lee: Missionaries to Southeast Asia working as church planters. 
8) Jacob and Lindsey Sims: Missionaries to Brazil working as church planters (deployment 

January 2017) 
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9) Patrick and Jessica Wilkerson: Missionaries to Colombia working as church planters 
(deployment 2017 or 2018). 

10) Kenneth and Delight Hopson: Missionaries with World Gospel Missions in Uganda 
11) *Anonymous Missionaries: Live in Kyrgyzstan and run an egg production company. They 

evangelize through the use of Christians to distribute the eggs.  
*Anonymity is important to certain missionaries for safety reasons* 

 
How to Support our Missionaries 
 
To support our missionaries, please consider donating as individuals or as churches or as Women’s 
groups to the “Stott-Wallace Missionary Offering Fund.” This is an ongoing resource designed to 
provide financial support for current and future CP missionaries. This fund will enable missionaries 
to spend less energy and money raising support money, so that they can devote more time to the 
work in the field. This fund helps to sustain a more salary-based missions program for the CP 
Church. 100% of all support money sent in to the Missions Ministry Team is given to support the 
CP missionaries.  
 
Prayer Activity 
 
Attached you have a map of all the mission fields and missionaries of the CP denomination.  
Take some time to locate where they all are and to pray over each missionary and the work they are 
doing. We invite you to pray over them individually and by name. You can divide the names up 
and let different people in the group take turns praying over a missionary. If you have a large group, 
you may want to divide into a few small groups, with each group in charge of praying for one or 
two of the missionaries by name. (*You will notice several of these missionaries are not listed by 
name because they serve in closed countries. A closed country is a country where proclaiming the 
Christian Gospel is illegal. Anonymity is important to their safety. ) 
 
These are our representatives in foreign countries. We have entrusted them with the gospel. And so, 
we pray for them because WE are sent out. While we may be sent to our local communities, others 
are sent to foreign lands. Nevertheless, we, all of us together, pray for one another, and together 
bring the gospel to the corners of the earth.  
 
Conclusion 
 
We are each Christ’s letter to the world, written by the Holy Spirit. We have a particular message 
we are to proclaim and particular people we are to proclaim it to. Because missionaries have been 
sent to other people, we pray for them, that God might bless them as they proclaim the good news in 
ways that we cannot. We proclaim the good news together in the hopes that one day Christ’s letter 
to the world will be read and received by all.  
 
PRAYER:  Lord God, Thank you for those whom you have called to be missionaries in other 
corners of this world. Bless them and keep them. Show us how to support them in the tasks that you 
have called them to do. Send your Spirit upon us that we might be your letter to the world. In 
Christ’s name, Amen.  
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